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MISSIONARY  LIFE  IN  INDIA. 

BY  BEY.  J.  S.  WOODSIDE. 

Am bari,  Western  Doon,  March  15th,  1S58. 

My  dear  Brother  McAuley: — I am  out  in  the  jungle,  about 
thirty  miles  from  Dehra.  To-day  was  observed  by  our  mission  as 
a day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  Divine 
blessing  upon  our  labors  among  the  heathen.  It  has  now  drawn 
to  a close.  It  is  past  ten  o’clock  at  night,  and  my  mind  has  been 
wandering  away  over  continents  and  seas,  contrasting  the  condi- 
tion of  your  happy  land  with  the  miserable,  moral  desert  in  which 
our  lot  is  cast.  While  thus  engaged,  it  occurs  to  me  that  I may 
as  well  spend  an  hour,  before  retiring  for  the  night,  in  conversing 
with  you. 

When  I say  I am  “in  the  jungle,”  you  are  not  to  understand 
that  I am  either  in  a forest  or  in  a desert.  It  means  that  I am  in 
a part  of  the  country  bordering  upon  both,  not  altogether  away 
from  the  habitations  of  men,  but  where  both  men  and  habitations 
are  of  the  rudest  order. 

There  are  two  other  Europeans  with  their  families ; yes,  three, 
but  one  has  only  his  wife  with  him,  not  far  from  me.  One  is  the 
magistrate  of  the  district,  who  is  proceeding  towards  a distant  part 
of  his  territory  for  the  purpose  of  making  “ a new  settlement,”  i.  e . 
adjusting  the  proprietary  of  the  land,  and  the  assessment  of  the 
revenue.  Another  is  a retired  officer,  who  is  engaged  in  the  very 
laudable  work  of  settling  a colony  of  native  Christians  upon  a 
tract  of  waste  land  he  has  just  procured  for  the  purpose.  I will 
refer  to  this  experiment  in  another  place.  The  third  is  a young 
officer,  who  is  out  recruiting  soldiers  from  the  adjoining  hills  for 
the  army  of  the  East  India  Company.  Here,  too,  am  I,  trying  to 
recruit  for  a higher  service  than  that  of  any  earthly  potentate.  I 
left  Dehra  on  Thursday  last,  and  expect  to  be  about  a week  longer 
circulating  among  the  villages  of  this  section  of  country.  I slept 
on  Thursday  night  at  a place  called  Saenspur,  eighteen  miles  from 
Dehra.  On  Friday  I came  here  and  preached  in  the  villages  of 
Jiwan-Ghar,  Ambari,  Mewalla,  and  Bolakiwalla,  in  all  of  which  I 
had  most  attentive  audiences,  but  the  people  awfully  ignorant  and 
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degraded.  All  these  poor  villages  are  in  a normal  state  of  indebt- 
edness, out  of  which  they  never  expect  to  get  released.  They  are 
consequently  slaves,  in  a certain  sense,  to  the  owners  of  the  pro- 
perty, and  as  long  as  they  remain  in  this  state  it  is  almost  a hope- 
less task  to  attempt  to  enlighten  them.  I did  not  find  half  a dozen 
in  those  four  villages  who  could  read  and  write.  On  Saturday  I 
moved  to  a large  village  named  Dakrani,  about  seven  miles  across 
the  country  from  this  place.  On  my  way  there  I preached  at  Zel- 
pura,  and  went  thence  to  visit  Major  Rind’s  Christian  village.  I 
found  the  Major,  his  wife,  son  and  daughter  encamped  on  an  open 
plain  in  tents,  the  village  being  more  than  a mile  distant.  The 
old  gentleman  accompanied  me  to  the  place  selected  for  the  Chris- 
tians, pointing  out,  as  we  went  along,  the  various  parts  of  his  plan 
with  regard  to  these  poor  people. 

They  were  originally  low-  caste  residents  of  a village  named 
Mirzapore,  not  far  from  Meerut.  They  were  induced  to  profess 
Christianity  by  a converted  mendicant  named  Sital  Dass,  and  were 
baptized  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lamb,  of  the  Church  of  England  mission. 
After  their  profession  of  Christianity,  they  were  much  persecuted 
by  the  zemindar  or  head  proprietor  of  the  village.  Poor  Mr. 
Lamb  was  killed  last  summer  by  falling  with  his  horse  down  a 
ravine,  and  these  people  lost  in  him  a valuable  friend.  In  this 
conjuncture  Major  Rind  took  them  up  and  has  transplanted  them 
here,  where,  I trust,  they  will  form  the  nucleus  of  a wide  spreading 
Christian  influence  in  all  future  ages.  At  present  they  are  thirty- 
five  in  number,  but  Sital  Dass  has  gone  to  bring  more,  and  the 
Major  thinks  he  will  shortly  have  about  two  hundred  of  them  on 
his  farm.  When  they  arrived  here  they  were  almost  in  a state  of 
nudity,  but  they  are  now  clothed  and  apparently  happy.  Mrs. 
Rind  was  out  among  them  assisting  in  arranging  about  their 
houses,  and  superintending  the  work.  Miss  Rind,  a young  lady 
about  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of  age,  was  teaching  some  of  the 
girls  to  sew.  She  can  read  the  vernacular  better  than  her  parents, 
consequently  she  “reads  prayers”  every  evening  with  these  poor 
people.  I shall  look  upon  this  enterprise  with  much  interest,  and 
shall  in  future  let  you  know  of  its  progress.  It  may  subsequently 
exert  an  influence  upon  ourselves  and  our  labors  in  the  Doon. 

After  leaving  this  interesting  spot  I rode  on  to  Dakrani,  and 
after  dinner  continued  to  a late  hour  preaching  to  the  people  of 
the  village.  On  Sabbath  morning  I left  my  camp  at  daybreak, 
and  crossed  the  river  Jumna  to  preach  at  a village  named  Rampur. 
This  village  is  in  the  territory  of  the  Rajah  of  Nahan.  I had  two 
good  audiences  here,  one  in  the  village  and  the  other  near  a new 
temple  that  is  being  built  by  the  Rajah.  I next  addressed  a num- 
ber of  Hill  soldiers,  and  recrossing  the  river,  had  a large  audience 
on  this  side,  on  the  river’s  bank.  Returning  to  my  tent,  I came 
upon  a company  of  Hill  men  on  their  way  to  Dehra.  They  were 
resting  by  the  wayside,  and  I pulled  up  and  addressed  them  for 
about  naif  an  hour  from  the  saddle.  I then  made  a little  detour 
to  a poor  little  village  to  the  right,  where  I addressed  briefly  the 
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people  of  the  place.  I got  back  to  my  tent  at  eleven  o’clock,  under 
a very  warm  sun,  and  a good  deal  fatigued. 

After  breakfast  I rested  till  two  P.  M.,  and  then  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day  in  the  village  preaching,  reading,  and  convers- 
ing at  three  different  places  till  dusk.  This  (Monday)  morning  I 
left  Dakrani,  and  walked  most  of  the  way  to  a village  named 
Gungdeva,  inhabited  exclusively  by  Mohammedans.  I expected  a 
good  deal  of  opposition  and  impertinence,  but  was  surprised  to 
find  them  listen  respectfully  and  attentively.  I then  rode  up  to 
my  present  encampment,  and  spent  some  hours  in  a retired  walk 
by  the  bank  of  a beautiful  little  canal,  which  is  here  carried 
around  the  mountain  side,  to  a place  called  Katta  Patthar.  This 
place  is  six  miles  from  my  camp,  so  that  I had  to  walk  twelve 
miles.  I found  a few  individuals  during  my  walk,  to  whom  I con- 
versed regarding  the  concerns  of  their  souls.  Thus  I have  spent 
this  day  mostly  in  active  labor,  but  I trust  I have  also  endeavored 
to  observe  the  day  in  a becoming  spirit.  Would  that  a blessing 
may  be  the  result  not  in  proportion  to  the  day’s  observance,  but 
according  to  the  riches  of  God’s  mercy  in  Christ  our  Lord. 

It  is  now  late,  and  I must  stop  for  to-night,  but  before  doing  so, 
must  add  a paragraph  regarding  the  position  I here  occupy  at  this 
moment. 

I sit  in  a little  tent  twelve  feet  square*  containing  my  bed,  a 
small  camp-table  on  which  I write,  a single  chair,  and  a box  con- 
taining clothes  and  books.  Before  me  burns  a tallow  candle  set 
in  a neat  little  chamber  candlestick,  that  has  been  the  companion 
of  all  my  journeyings  since  I left  Philadelphia  in  1848. 

This  little  tent  was  presented  to  the  Dehra  Station  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Walsh,  formerly  of  Futteghur.  He  is  now  in  America,  and 
if  you  should  meet  him,  kindly  tell  him  how  much  pleased  I am 
with  his  gift,  and  how  admirably  it  answers  the  purpose  for  which 
he  intended  it.  In  it  I feel  as  snug  and  comfortable  as  I could 
wish  to  feel.  Outside  all  is  dark  and  gloomy,  save  the  twinkling 
stars  above  and  the  bright  glare  of  an  extensive  fire  raging  along 
the  southern  slope  of  the  Badraj  mountain,  which  rises  close  by. 
All  is  silent,  save  the  distant  murmur  of  the  river  Jumna  as  it 
rushes  over  its  stony  bed,  the  noise  of  the  grasshoppers  or  crickets, 
the  occasional  croaking  of  frogs,  and  the  feeble  tinkling  of  a distant 
cow-bell.  These  phenomena  were  almost  all  present  during  the 
day,  but  then  they  remained  unnoticed. 

That  bright  flame  was  spread  along  the  mountain,  and  those  stars 
twinkled  overhead ; but  the  brighter  light  of  the  great  luminary  of 
day  completely  obscured  them  both.  These  sounds,  too,  were 
drowned  in  the  multitudinous  thoughts,  that  during  the  busy  hours 
of  day,  ever  crowd  in  upon  the  mind.  It  is  only  the  darkness 
and  stillness  of  the  night  that  render  the  former  visible  and  the 
latter  audible.  How  like  in  this  respect  to  the  blessed  religion  we 
profess.  How  often  in  the  bright  sunshine  of  prosperity  and  worldly 
success  its  teachings  are  unheard  and  its  light  unseen.  It  is  when 
the  darkness  of  adversity,  suffering,  and  trial  overshadow  and  ob- 
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scure  our  worldly  prospects,  that  the  glories  of  our  religion  display 
themselves  in  all  their  attractive  loveliness,  and  the  voice  of  con- 
science and  of  God  is  heard  and  obeyed.  This  thought  is  not  alto- 
gether my  own.  It  is  suggested  by  a remark  of  a similar  kind 
made  this  evening  by  Mr.  Keene  (our  magistrate)  while  we  toge- 
ther looked  on  the  burning  mountain  before  me.  By  day  this  is 
one  of  the  loveliest  spots  on  the  surface  of  the  globe.  God’s  boun- 
tiful hand  has  here  scattered  about  the  richest  beauties  of  nature 
in  vast  profusion,  but  man  alas  has  done  little  to  improve  the  ori- 
ginal. Here  and  there  a little  has  been  done,  but  that  little  when 
contrasted  with  the  gorgeous  aspect  of  God’s  handiwork,  serves 
but  to  show  the  insignificance,  imperfection,  and  worthlessness  of 
man.  But  it  is  very  late.  Night  is  running  into  morning,  and  I 
have  a hard  day’s  work  before  me  to-morrow.  Good  night. 

17th.  Yesterday  I found  it  impossible  to  resume,  and  to-day  I 
do  not  expect  to  be  able  to  do  much  towards  the  completion  of  this 
letter.  I was  off  very  early  yesterday  to  Kalsi,  a large  village  on 
the  lower  spur  of  a hill  on  the  other  side  of  the  Jumna,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Keene.  On  our  arrival  we  had  a most  refreshing  bath  in 
a mountain  stream  called  the  Umlaw.  There  was  sufficient  water 
to  enable  us  to  swim  with  freedom.  This  is  a great  treat  in  India. 
It  is  rarely  we  get  swimming  except  in  private  baths.  The  large 
rivers  are  dangerous  on  account  of  alligatote  and  a fish  called  the 
“gouch;”  this  is  a kind  of  fresh-water  shark,  and  often  takes  men 
down  in  the  Ganges,  Jumna,  &c.  &c.  I am  very  fond  of  swim- 
ming, and  when  coming  up  the  Ganges,  in  1849,  used  to  leap  out 
of  the  window  of  the  boat  and  swim  about  in  perfect  ignorance  of 
the  danger  I incurred.  Since  then,  in  hearing  of  accidents  from 
such  rashness,  I have  often  felt  in  a peculiar  manner  the  kindness 
of  the  Providence  that  preserved  me.  I certainly  would  never 
again  be  guilty  of  such  folly.  After  breakfast,  I proceeded  to  the 
village,  and  preached  to  an  immense  crowd,  till  the  sun  became  so 
hot  that  I could  hold  out  no  longer,  though  under  a tree.  This  is 
the  village  of  which  you  may  have  seen  some  notice  in  our  Annual 
Reports,  as  the  place  where  a school  had  been  opened  under  our 
care.  The  Mutiny  put  a stop  to  our  operations  out  here,  but  the 
germ  of  the  school  still  exists,  and  I hope  this  visit  will  be  the 
means  of  stirring  up  the  people  once  more.  They  promise  very 
fair,  but  I fear  they  are  not  disposed  to  perform  so  readily.  I 
spent  the  night  in  a native  shop,  but,  what  with  rats,  high  wind, 
and  noises  of  various  kinds,  slept  but  little.  At  daybreak  this 
morning  I was  up,  dressed,  and  ready  to  start.  Before  leaving, 
the  head  man  of  the  village  brought  two  large  brass  dishes  filled 
with  rice  and  red  peppers,  with  another  vessel  filled  with  delicious 
honey  as  a present.  These  I was  of  course  obliged  to  bring  along. 
I have  now  halted  for  breakfast  at  the  place  where  I commenced 
this  letter.  I am  about  to  start  on  an  unfrequented  path,  and  wait 
till  one  o’clock  p.m.  to  get  my  letters  from  Dehra.  The  interval 
I have  given  to  you.  I am  now  seated  in  a small  house,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Government,  built  to  accommodate  the  officer  in  charge 
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of  the  canal  before  mentioned.  The  position  the  house  occupies  is 
surrounded  with  natural  beauties  beyond  description. 

Here  the  river  Jumna  issues  from  the  mountains  and  bends  its 
course  towards  the  plains,  while  those  stupendous  masses  rise  be- 
fore me  close  by  in  all  their  majesty,  presenting  an  endless  variety 
of  all  that  is  lovely  and  grand  in  such  scenery,  whether  in  the  mag- 
nitude of  their  proportions,  the  diversity  of  their  shapes  and  posi- 
tions, or  the  highly  variegated  aspect  of  their  covering.  Behind 
is  the  lovely  valley  of  the  Doon,  at  this  part  a plain  of  considerable 
extent.  All  around  the  richest  vegetation  of  the  tropics  is  rank 
and  uncultivated,  but  not  the  less  pleasing  to  the  eye  as  part  of  the 
picture  here  spread  before  me.  A few  villages  timidly  raise  their 
grassy  heads  among  the  tall  reeds  of  the  plain,  showing  that  man 
is  commencing  to  grapple  with  the  difficulties  of  nature,  and  here 
as  elsewhere,  about  to  assert  his  supremacy.  The  position  occu- 
pied by  the  scattered  cultivators  of  this  part  of  the  Doon  very  much 
resembles  that  which  we  as  missionaries  occupy  in  the  vast  moral 
wilderness  of  Hindostan.  There  are  a few  of  us  here  and  there ; 
and  some  feeble  churches  are  beginning  to  raise  their  infant  heads 
over  the  surrounding  heathen  institutions,  but  still  the  great  masses 
are  apparently  unaffected,  and  to  a superficial  observer  very  little 
progress  is  manifest. 

I must  stop  for  to-day.  My  letters  have  come,  and  I am  off. 

[To  be  continued.] 


THE  CONVERSION  OF  THE  JEWS. 

WHY  OUGHT  SEPARATE  EFFORTS  TO  BE  MADE  FOR  THE 
CONVERSION  OF  THE  JEWS? 

There  are  two  ways  in  which  we  may  seek  to  convert  a parti- 
cular class  of  our  fellow-men  to  Christ;  one  by  making  separate 
efforts  on  their  behalf,  the  other  by  general  efforts,  which  shall 
have  reference  to  them  in  common  with  others.  Now  there  are 
Christians,  who  believing  that  under  the  New  Testament  dispensa- 
tion all  distinction  between  Jew  and  Gentile  has  ceased,  think  that 
to  make  any  special  or  separate  efforts  for  the  Jewish  people,  is 
keeping  up  a distinction  which  has  come  to  an  end,  and  therefore, 
that  we  ought  to  do  no  more  than  to  make  general  efforts  to  bring 
sinners  to  Jesus,  irrespective  of  the  question  whether  they  be,  or 
be  not  of  ancient  Israel.  It  is,  however,  an  indisputable  fact,  that 
whatever  may  be  the  case  after  conversion,  and  into  that  question 
we  shall  not  enter,  previously  to  conversion,  the  distinction  still 
continues. 

The  Jews  are  found  in  every  part  of  the  world,  but  nowhere 
have  they  amalgamated  with  the  people  amongst  whom  they  live ; 
they  are  everywhere  a separate  people,  who  retain  a distinct 
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nationality.  It  is  farther  a fact,  that  the  views  and  feelings,  and 
prejudices  of  this  people  in  reference  to  religion  and  Christianity, 
are  different  from  those  of  all  others.  There  is  nowhere  else  to 
be  found  a people  who  receive  the  Old  Testament  scriptures,  and 
deny  the  authority  of  the  New ; there  is  nowhere  else  to  be  found 
a people  whose  interpretation  of  the  Old  Testament  is  wholly 
guided  by  such  a wrnrk  as  the  Talmud ; nor  is  there  anywhere  else 
to  be  found  a people  rejecting  Christ,  and  yet  observing  religious 
ordinances  originally  of  Divine  institution.  The  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  such  a people  render  it  requisite  to  reason  with  them  in 
a different  way  from  that  in  which  we  should  reason  with  an  un- 
converted Gentile:  the  argument  which  would  convince  the  latter 
would  be. of  no  force  with  them,  and  accordingly  a man  well 
adapted  for  a mission  to  the  one  class  might  be  totally  unadapted 
to  a mission  to  the  other.  Seeing,  then,  that  a different  class  of 
arguments  and  a difference  of  agents  are  required  for  Jews,  from 
those  which  are  required  for  Gentiles,  the  true  question  is  not, 
whether  we  shall  seek  to  convert  Jews  by  general  or  by  separate 
efforts,  but  whether  we  shall  seek  to  convert  them  at  all,  for  if  we 
do  seek  to  convert  them  it  must  evidently  be  by  separate  efforts. 

And  does  not  the  Word  of  God  lead  us  to  anticipate  that  their 
conversion  will  take  place  in  some  other  way  than  by  means  of 
general  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  world  ? If  such  general  efforts 
were  to  be  equally  the  means  of  conversion  to  all,  the  conversion 
of  the  Jews  would  go  on  simultaneously,  and  be  so  mixed  up  w7ith 
the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles,  that  it  wTould  not  be  foretold  as  a 
separate  and  independent  fact ; nay,  a separate  instrumentality 
seems  predicted  to  take  away  ungodliness  from  Jacob.  Let  then 
our  friends  remember,  that  to  leave  the  Jews  to  general  efforts,  is 
in  effect,  to  leave  them  alone ; that  to  neglect  to  work  separately 
for  their  conversion  is  really  to  neglect  to  work  at  all.  Were  not 
separate  efforts  made  for  them  in  primitive  days  ? If  there  was  an 
apostle  who  was  denominated  emphatically  the  apostle  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, was  there  not  another  whose  office  was  called  “ the  apostle- 
ship  of  the  circumcision?”  If  James,  Cephas,  and  John  gave  to 
Paul  and  Barnabas  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  that  they  should 
go  unto  the  heathen,  was  it  not  wTith  the  clear  understanding  that 
they  themselves  should  go  unto  the  circumcision  ? Special  efforts 
were  used  for  the  Jews  in  the  apostolic  days,  and  why  should  not 
special  efforts  be  used  for  them  now  ? If  they  were  divinely 
approved  then,  why  should  it  be  presumed  that  they  are  unscrip- 
tural  now,  and  especially  in  the  face  of  the  reiterated  evidence 
that  special  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Jews  are  being  daily  owned 
and  blessed  of  God? 


THE  CONVERSION  OF  HERMAN  MATTSDORFF. 

In  the  latter  part  of  April  the  above-named  Israelite  came  to 
my  residence  in  Philadelphia  in  company  with  two  other  Jews,  and 
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according  to  my  custom,  I commenced  preaching  to  them  for  the 
space  of  several  hours,  at  times  addressed  them  individually.  Her- 
man Mattsdorff  felt  well  disposed,  and,  having  faith,  received  the 
testimony  from  my  lips.  In  the  afternoon  we  proceeded  to  a fire- 
man’s prayer-meeting,  when  conviction  was  strengthened.  The 
next  afternoon  we  returned  to  the  same  place.  Shortly  after, 
when  the  funeral  sermon  of  the  Rev.  D.  A.  Tvng  wTas  preached 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Goddard,  in  Jayne’s  Hall,  I took  the  young  man 
on  the  platform,  which  occasion  I can  but  believe  was  the  result  of 
decision  on  his  part.  As  I had  to  proceed,  shortly  after,  to  the 
meeting  of  General  Synod,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Newman,  a converted 
Jew  and  missionary,  received  him  into  his  house.  Herman  Matts- 
dorff being  fully  prepared  for  admission  into  the  Church,  he  was 
publicly  baptized  during  my  absence,  and  professed  Christ  openly, 
and  on  the  same  day  another  Jew  was  also  baptized,  by  the  name 
of  Mr.  Bey. 

Another  Jew  in  this  city  has  given  evidence  to  many,  of  one  of 
the  brightest  conversions,  perhaps  taken  place  for  a long  time 
among  the  Jews.  The  same,  Mr.  Mayer  H.  Bennet,  has  handed 
me  an  essay  of  twenty-six  pages  prepared  by  him  in  English,  with 
the  Hebrew  text,  on  the  Messiahship  and  the  Essential  Divinity  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  (I  anticipate  having  it  published  by  receiving 
pecuniary  aid,  in  a tract),  which  is  directly  addressed  to  his  Jewish 
brethren  upon  the  absorbing  question. 

A Jewish  Rabbi,  Mr.  Pick,  formerly  presiding  over  a Jewish 
congregation  in  Williamsburg,  N.  Y.,  called  on  me  on  the  18th 
inst.,  for  religious  conversation,  at  the  close  of  which  I handed  to 
him  a Hebrew  New  Testament,  which  he  received  from  my  hands, 
and  has  declared  himself  to  the  other  missionary,  ready  to  embrace 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  his  Messiah.  He  is  to  remove  to  this  city 
shortly  with  his  family  from  Newark,  New  Jersey,  where  they  now 
reside.  This  gentleman  is  a most  perfect  scholar,  and  a man  of 
high  literary  attainment. 

Another  Jew,  from  Poland,  a short  time  since  feeling  great  enmity 
against  Christ,  now  is  inquiring  into  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 

The  work  among  the  Jews  here  and  elsewhere  has  every  encou- 
ragement, and  has  no  less  the  Divine  approbation.  Jews  call  on  me 
at  my  residence  almost  every  day,  and  my  intercourse  with  them 
in  their  respective  places  of  commerce,  and  in  their  dwellings,  and 
the  unusual  friendship  towards  me,  are  circumstances  of  the  highest 
hopes  in  their  case,  that  many  will  be  drawn  by  the  Spirit  of  God 
to  their  living  Head,  Christ  the  Lord. 

I will  not  omit  to  state,  at  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  in  a few  hours, 
on  my  way  home,  I found  an  open  door  among  the  Israelites  there. 
Certainly  this  is  the  finger  of  God. 

There  is  also  an  increased  desire  among  the  Jews  to  have  the 
Sacred  Scriptures  in  the  various  languages  in  which  they  read 
them  most  fluently ; this  also  is  a desire,  God  has  put  within  them. 
Since  my  return  home  from  General  Synod,  the  Jews  have  re- 
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ceived  from  me  thirteen  copies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  I have 
distributed  1094  pages  of  religious  tracts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  Bonhomme, 

1717  Addison  St.,  Philada. 

To  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Domestic  Missions  of  the  Ref.  Pres.  Church 
of  North  America. 

Philadelphia,  June  30,  1858. 


THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  AND 

UNION. 

Since  our  late  meeting  of  Synod,  the  action  then  taken  on  the 
subject  of  “ union”  with  the  “ United  Presbyterian  Church”  has 
occupied  a large  share  of  the  attention  of  some  of  our  ministers 
and  people.  Quite  a number  have  appeared  in  the  papers  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  as  contributors,  to  enlighten  them  on 
our  action  (or  “inaction,”  as  some  term  it).  In  general,  these 
letters  breathe  a proper  spirit,  though  some  of  them  condescend  to 
use  expressions,  far  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  Christian  press. 
Viewing  the  action  of  Synod  from  different  stand-points,  and  of 
course,  with  different  feelings,  each  has  expressed  his  own  views. 
The  question  referred  to  is  one  of  much  importance,  and,  inasmuch 
as  it  undoubtedly  must  come  up  in  some  form  or  another,  at  our 
next  meeting  of  Synod,  it  is  right,  in  the  mean  time,  to  have  the 
views  on  both  sides.  So  far,  therefore,  as  the  letters  referred  to, 
go  in  reviewing  our  recent  action,  we  have  thought  it  proper  to 
present  them  before  our  readers.  We  give,  in  our  present  issue, 
extracts  from  three  of  these,  and  in  the  following  number  will  con- 
tinue from  others. 

It  is  gratifying  to  observe  the  general  dignified  tone,  and  high 
Christian  spirit,  manifested  in  the  papers  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church  in  their  editorials  on  this  subject.  The  “United 
Presbyterian,”  “Westminster  Herald,”  and  “Presbyterian  Wit- 
ness” have,  so  far  as  we  have  seen,  looked  upon  the  matter  as  of 
importance,  and  have  avoided  anything  like  bitterness  of  spirit,  or 
the  uttering  of  “surmisings”  or  “dark  forebodings.”  The  “United 
Presbyterian”  honorably  says : “Anxious  as  we  are  to  have  our 
brethren  (speaking  of  our  Church)  come  into  the  union,  we  would 
be  willing  to  wait  even  for  years,  that  they  might  all  come,  come 
heartily  and  orderly.”  Similar  are  the  sentiments  of  the  others. 
Let  but  the  correspondents  and  organs  of  the  respective  churches 
exercise  this  kind  and  conciliatory  spirit,  and  much  will  be  done 
to  promote  harmony. 

We  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  make  one  exception  to  this  spirit 
of  charity.  The  “Evangelical  Repository,”  for  August,  publishes 
some  of  the  correspondence  referred  to  above,  and  the  Editor,  in 
introducing  it,  says  that  these  letters  “have  relieved  us,  in  a great 
measure,  from  an  unpleasant  duty and  “ whatever  reasons  may 
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have  been  given  for  the  course  pursued  at  Eden,  we  know  that  here, 
the  objection  to  our  platform  is,  that  it  is  too  narrow  for  them  to 
stand  upon.  The  facts  stated  near  the  close  of  the  last  letter,  we 
know  to  be  true”  (The  italics  are  his.)  To  be  relieved  from  an 
“ unpleasant  duty”  is  no  doubt  a happy  deliverance  to  the  Editor 
of  the  “Repository.”  Few  men  take  pleasure  in  doing  “un- 
pleasant” things;  and  it  is  only  a matter  of  necessity  that  compels 
most  men  to  this  “duty.”  There  must,  therefore,  have  been  some 
special  necessity  binding  the  Editor  of  the  “Repository”  to  take 
us  to  account,  for  what,  in  the  wisdom  of  our  Church,  was  thought 
to  be  the  best  thing,  under  the  circumstances,  that  could  be  done. 
What  this  was,  we  cannot  even  imagine,  unless  it  be  that  a seat  in 
an  editorial  chair,  of  necessity,  compels  the  occupant  to  chastise  all 
who  may  not  agree  with  his  peculiar  views.  We  have  no  doubt 
that  when  our  good  friend  has  worn  a little  longer  the  editorial 
harness,  experience  will  have  taught  him  much,  and  what  now  may 
be  considered  “an  unpleasant  duty”  will  appear  aftenvards  in 
another  light. 

But  it  is  to  his  closing  expressions  chiefly  we  take  exception. 
He  says:  “We  know  that  here,  the  objection  to  our  platform  is, 
that  it  is  too  narrow  for  them  to  stand  upon.”  We  give  him 
credit  for  his  knowledge,  of  course,  but  must  say  that  it  differs 
entirely  from  ours,  and  we  think  we  have  as  ample  opportunity  of 
knowledge  on  this  point  as  he  has ; for  our  city  is  the  object  of  his 
uncharitable  and  unjust  expression.  It  would  not  be  saying  too 
much  for  ourselves,  were  we  to  say,  that  we  know  more  of  the  feel- 
ings of  our  people  here,  on  this  point,  and  mingle  more  with  them 
than  the  editor  of  the  “ Repository,”  yet  our  knowledge  of  the 
large  majority  of  our  people  here,  is  directly  the  opposite  of  his. 
We  have  yet  to  hear  the  first  of  our  people  say,  “the  platform 
is  too  narrow ,”  while  we  have  heard  many  say,  “ It  is  too  wide” 
We  do  not  deny  that  he  may  have  heard  some  one  or  few  utter 
such  a sentiment ; but  when  it  is  declared  against  the  whole 
Church  in  this  city,  we  repel  it  as  unjust  and  unfounded.  How 
did  he  know  this  ? Our  people  are  numerous  here,  and  it  must 
have  been  no  little  labor  for  him  to  arrive  at  this  knowledge. 
Has  he  learned  so  little  of  the  principles  of  justice,  as  to  condemn 
men  unheard  ? Will  he  charge  a private  and  personal  opinion,  as 
the  sentiment  of  the  Church  ? Where  are  the  common  courtesies 
of  the  Christian?  We  expected  better  things  from  one  occupying 
his  position.  We  speak  that  we  do  know,  when  we  say  our  people 
here  do  not  think  the  platform  too  narrow  ; whatever  are  their  objec- 
tions, certainly  this  is  not  one  of  them. 

But  he  adds,  referring  to  a letter,  signed  “A,”  which  will  appear 
in  our  next  number : “ The  facts  stated  near  the  close  of  the  last 
letter,  we  know  to  be  true.”  He  must  indeed  be  a very  credulous 
man  who  takes  all  things  as  “facts,”  without  examination  and  evi- 
dence. Examination  he  may  have  had,  but  evidence  to  prove  his 
“facts”  in  this  case  are  denied  him.  In  our  next  issue,  in  the 
remarks  appended  to  “ A’s”  letter  (which  we  only  reprint  for  the 
sake  of  correction),  the  Editor  will  see  that  what  he  endorses  as 
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“facts”  are  altogether  gratuitous  expressions.  For  whether  these 
“facts”  refer  to  the  charge,  made  against  “anti-union  men”  (we 
do  not  like  the  expression,  but  use  it  as  in  the  document  referred 
to),  as,  exclusively  unfaithful  to  the  distinctive  principles,  or  to 
the  “Banner”  as  an  “anti-union”  organ,  we  deny  them  both;  and 
the  uwe  know  to  be  true  ’ of  the  Editor  of  the  “ Repository,”  we 
know  to  be  not  true . We  are  sorry  to  have  been  obliged  to  say 
so  much,  but  the  truth,  and  vindication  of  our  Church  requires  it. 
For  ourselves,  whether  in  relation  to  the  “Banner,”  or  elsewhere, 
we  have  always  endeavored  to  cultivate  a friendly  spirit  with  the 
now  “ United  Presbyterian  Church.”  They  are  brethren  in  many 
things  we  love ; on  very  many  points  we  are  one ; and  if  we  are 
ever  to  be  one  organically,  these  unfriendly  “flings”  we  have  been 
compelled  to  notice,  will  do  little  to  promote,  while  they  will  do 
much  to  prevent,  an  agreement. 

Let  the  editor  of  the  “ Repository,”  follow  in  the  footsteps  of 
the  esteemed  brethren  referred  to  above,  by  cultivating  the  spirit 
of  brotherly  kindness,  and  following  the  things  that  make  for  peace, 
and  by  this  means,  he  will  advance  better  his  own,  and  the  interests 
of  “ Union.” — Ed. 

The  following  are  the  extracts  referred  to.  The  first  is  from 
a correspondent  to  the  “ United  Presbyterian,”  signed  “ W.,”  as 
follows  : 

“On  Monday  afternoon,  Rev.  John  McMillan  presented  cer- 
tain communications  from  the  Associate  and  Associate  Reformed 
Churches  on  the  subject  of  union.  They  were  prepared  on  the  last 
days  of  their  existence  as  separate  bodies.  The  union  about  to  be 
consummated  on  the  succeeding  day  was  affirmed  by  both.  They 
both  breathed  the  spirit  of  fraternal  kindness  towards  this  Synod, 
and  earnestly  urged  upon  them  to  join  in  a union  which  seemed  to 
them  to  augur  so  much  good  for  the  cause  of  Christianity.  The  com- 
munication was  referred  to  a committee,  composed  of  one  from  each 
Presbytery.  Dr.  Guthrie  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  have 
the  Basis  sent  down  forthwith  to  the  Presbyteries  as  an  overture. 

“ At  a subsequent  meeting  this  committee  reported,  expressing 
satisfaction  at  the  completion  of  the  union  between  the  bodies 
who  had  been  laboring  so  long  for  it,  and  rejoicing  in  their  pros- 
perity, but  affirming  that  this  Synod  was  not  prepared  to  go  into 
the  union  at  the  present  time.  The  Basis  had  not  been  before 
them,  and  was  never  examined  by  them.  A large  majority  of  the 
Synod  concurred  in  the  propriety  of  this  course.  They  were  not 
convinced  that  the  views  expressed  in  the  resolution  on  forbearance 
were  such  as  the  Synod  could  approve.  They  were  by  no  means 
sure  that  the  Basis  embodied  the  principles  for  which  this  Synod 
had  always  contended.  The  Synod  was  not  ready  to  give  up  a 
standing  Testimony  against  error,  taking  for  it  a mere  declaration 
of  truth.  Opinions  of  this  description,  freely  expressed  by  a large 
majority  of  members,  indicated  the  unpreparedness  and  unwilling- 
ness of  this  body  to  give  up  their  present  position  among  the 
churches  of  the  Reformation.  Dr.  Guthrie  was  the  only  ministe- 
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rial  member  of  the  Synod  that  protested  against  their  action  on 
the  subject. 

“ He  brought  in  a minority  report,  which,  however,  received  but 
little  favor  at  the  hands  of  the  Synod.  The  Reformed  Presbyte- 
rian Synod  seemed  determined  to  stand  firmly  on  the  ground  they 
have  occupied  for  so  long  a period,  and  to  do  the  work  the  Head 
of  the  Church  may  require  from  them.” 

The  following,  signed  “ G.  R.  M.,”  is  from  the  “ Westminster 
Herald.” 

“ The  Rev.  John  McMillan,  who  had  been  intrusted  by  the 
Associate  and  Associate  Reformed  Synods  with  the  Basis  of 
Union,  agreed  upon  by  them,  to  present  it  to  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Synod,  laid  it  upon  their  table.  On  motion  of  Rev. 
A.  W.  Black,  U.  H.,  it  was  accepted,  and  referred  to  a special 
committee,  consisting  of  one  from  each  Presbytery.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Rev.  Hr.  McLeod,  Rev.  A.  G.  McAuley,  Rev. 
Hr.  Guthrie,  Rev.  Hr.  McMillan,  Rev.  S.  Wylie,  and  Rev.  Robert 
Patterson.  This  committee  reported  on  Tuesday  afternoon.  There 
were  two  reports.  The  majority  report  was  signed  by  Hrs. 
McMillan,  McLeod,  and  Revs.  Patterson,  Wylie,  and  McAuley. 
Hr.  Guthrie  gave  the  minority  report. 

“ The  substance  of  the  majority  report  was,  that,  as  a Synod, 
w’e  rejoice  in  the  reported  union  of  the  Associate  and  Associate 
Reformed  Churches — hope  it  will  be  permanent,  and  for  the  glory 
of  God  and  the  preservation  of  the  truth.  That  we  are  not  pre- 
pared to  abandon  our  own  organization  ; but  at  the  same  time 
expressed  a willingness  to  unite  with  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  on  the  Plan  of  Confederation  (which  means  communion 
without  destruction  of  existing  organizations),  and  closing  by  a 
recommendation  of  faithful  adherence  to  the  principles  and  usages 
of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church. 

“The  substance  of  the  minority  report  was,  that  as  there  was  no 
important  difference  between  the  Basis  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  and  the  Testimony  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 
that,  therefore,  the  Basis  be  sent  down  in  overture  to  the  Sessions 
of  the  Presbyteries,  that  they  may  report  on  it  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Synod. 

“ The  adoption  of  the  majority  report  was  urged  for  such  reasons 
as  the  following  : 1st,  That  we  had  no  communication  from  the 
United  Synod.  2d,  That  it  is  impossible  to  understand  in  what 
way  the  Basis  was  adopted,  and  whether  all  would  make  it  a term 
of  communion  or  not.  3d,  That  the  forbearance  allowed  is  the 
virtual  abandonment  of  all  that  is  distinctive  in  the  three  Churches. 
One  father  said  he  would  not  unite  on  our  own  Testimony  with  that 
adopting  clause.  4th,  That  it  was  too  indefinite  in  its  statements 
of  some  points  of  doctrine.  5th,  That  national  covenanting  was 
not  recognized  as  a duty  at  all.  6th,  That  it  would  embarrass  our 
negotiations  with  the  other  branch  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church.  It  was  thought  best,  at  least,  to  try  to  heal  division  at 
home  first. 

“ Whether  there  is  anything  in  these  arguments  or  not,  an  en- 


300 


BANNER  OF  THE  COVENANT. 


lightened  Christian  public  will  have  to  judge.  They  who  offered 
them  evidently  thought  there  was  something  in  them.  All  agreed, 
however,  that  the  Basis  was  an  advance  on  the  former  standing  of 
these  two  churches. 

“It  was,  at  an  early  period  of  the  discussion,  discovered  that 
there  could  be  no  union  with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  on 
this  Basis,  unless  by  a division  of  our  own  body.  One  leading 
member  openly  declared  that  he  would  unite  with  no  body  on  any 
terms,  or  at  any  time,  if  in  so  doing  he  had  to  sacrifice  his  own 
organization.  This,  I am  free  to  say,  is  pure  bigotry.  On  that 
principle,  the  Church  of  God  can  never  be  united.  Others  love 
their  organizations  as  much  as  he  loves  his  ; and  unless  men  will 
learn  to  prefer  the  thing  to  the  name,  the  kernel  to  the  hull,  all 
efforts  at  union  must  stop. 

“But  the  Union  men  were  not  quite  prepared  for  a discussion. 
They  deemed  it  best  to  wait  a little,  hoping  that  better  counsels 
will,  by  and  by,  prevail,  and  that  some  basis  can  be  found  on 
which  all  can  stand  harmoniously.  With  this  belief,  the  Rev. 
John  McMillan  introduced  a substitute  for  part  of  the  majority 
report,  which  was,  in  substance,  that  this  Synod  is  not  prepared  to 
take  any  steps  towards  organic  union  with  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  This  substitute  was  adopted  by  a large  majority,  many 
voting  for  it  because  they  were  determined  if  Synod  wanted  to  do 
nothing,  they  should  say  so.  Thus  ended  the  union  matter  for 
this  year.” 

The  following,  signed  “M.,”  is  from  the  “United  Presbyterian:” 

“ Messrs.  Editors  : — It  was  kind  and  generous  in  you  to  publish 
in  your  columns  the  letters  of  your  correspondent  from  our  Synod, 
giving  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  our  late  meeting  in  Eden, 
Illinois. 

“ Many  of  our  members  read  your  paper  weekly,  and  were 
pleased  thus  to  receive  an  early  account  of  what  by  us,  was  there 
done.  And  no  doubt  very  many  of  the  members  of  your  Church 
take  an  interest  in  our  proceedings,  and  were  anxious  too,  to  learn 
what  our  Synod  did,  especially  on  the  subject  of  union. 

“ In  your  review  of  our  actio’h  as  reported  by  ‘ W.,’  you  seem 
to  be  surprised  at  what  we  did,  or  rather  that  we  did  nothing, 
on  a matter  upon  which  you  ‘ anticipated/  that  at  least  some 
‘favor’  would  have  been  shown.  With  your  permission,  I will 
occupy  a little  of  your  room,  in  endeavoring  both  to  relieve  your 
surprise,  and  to  justify  our  course.  And,  1st,  We  thought  it  best 
to  take  no  action  at  the  present  time , because  our  meeting  was 
very  small.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  Synod  met  in  the  extreme 
southwest  corner  of  our  Church,  not  more  than  half  the  delegates 
that  were  appointed  found  it  convenient  and  practicable  to  attend, 
some  from  one  cause  and  some  from  another.  Of  those  that  were 
there,  strange  as  you  may  think  it,  a considerable  number  declared 
that  they  had  never  seen  the  Basis  upon  which  the  Associate  and 
Associate  Reformed  Churches  have,  after  more  than  twenty  years 
of  laborious  and  prayerful  effort,  become  so  happily  united.  One 
indeed  asserted  that  he  had  not  been  aware  until  then,  that  your 
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Basis  of  Union  had  been  published.  With  these  facts  before  you, 
you  need  no  longer  be  surprised  that  we,  with  so  much  4 una- 
nimity,’ felt  that  we  were  4 not  prepared  at  present  to  take  any 
action.’  Nay,  more,  I feel  sure,  that  you  will  at  once  not  only 
conclude  that  4 our  final  action  was  not  full  evidence  of  our  hos- 
tility to  union  with  you,’  but  be  ready  also  to  say,  that  perhaps, 
after  all,  our  doing  nothing  in  the  matter  was  the  very  best  in  the 
circumstances  that  could  have  been  done. 

44  In  a matter  so  important  as  that  of  changing  our  ecclesiastical 
relations,  it  surely  is  not  unwise  to  ‘hasten  slowly.’  Moreover, 
in  taking  any  action  on  the  subject,  we  will  lose  nothing  in  the 
end,  and  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  may  gain  more  by  a 
full  and  fair  expression  of  what  the  views  of  our  Synod  are. 

44  We  are  all  Reformed  Presbyterians  in  good  faith.  Perhaps 
another  year  will  satisfy  some  who  now  seem  to  doubt  that  you  are 
all  United  Presbyterians,  in  good  faith  too.  We  all  contend  for  a 
4 Standing  Testimony  against  Error.’  Perhaps  another  year  may 
demonstrate  to  all,  what  some  do  not  now  seem  to  know,  that  you 
do  too.  We  are  not  at  all  convinced  that  even  a plurality  in  our 
Synod  believe,  as  your  correspondent,  4 W.’  in  one  of  his  remarks 
seems  to  imply,  that  in  order  to  testify  against  error  we  must  (as 
our  Testimony  does)  do  so  in  negative  form. 

44  Once  more,  and  for  the  present,  I have  done.  Whether 
you  and  we  may  or  may  not  ever  on  earth  be  made  one,  be 
assured  that  as  the  proposition  for  that  4 Convention  of  Reformed 
Churches,’  which  has  issued  in  the  union  of  two  of  them,  origi- 
nated with  ourselves,  we  still  consider,  as  our  fathers  did,  that  the 
covenant  obligation  of  former  days,  to  4 seek  the  unity  of  the 
Church,’  has  descended,  and  is  still  binding,  in  these.  There  is, 
in  our  whole  Synod,  but  one  man  who  avows  himself  opposed  to 
union  with  any  Church,  on  any  terms  that  will  require  the  disor- 
ganization of  our  own.  He  is,  and  always  has  been,  a consistent 
man.  Whatever  he  says,  his  brethren  all  know,  may  be  depended 
on.  He  may  yet  find  that  the  position,  on  the  subject  of  union, 
which  he  has  all  along  maintained,  is  wrong — then  he  will  change, 
and  not  till  then.  In  the  mean  time,  all  of  us  will  examine  your 
Basis  of  Union  more  than  any  of  us  have  yet  done;  and  by  the 
time  our  next  General  Synod  meets,  we  will  be  prepared  to  take 
such  action  for  or  against  union  with  your  Church,  as  heretofore 
we  have  not  done.” 


MR.  CRAWFORD’S  SYNODICAL  SERMON. 

We  clip  the  following  synopsis  of  the  sermon  preached  at  the  opening  of  the  late 
General  Synod  at  Eden,  from  the  “ United  Presbyterian.” 

The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  was 
opened  with  a sermon  by  the  Rev.  J.  Agnew  Crawford,  of  Xenia, 
Ohio.  The  sermon  was  one  of  unusual  force  and  beauty.  His  text 
was  in  2 Cor.  13  : 8, — 44  We  can  do  nothing  against  the  truth.”  He 
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commenced  by  saying,  While  some  things  are  debtors  for  their 
charms  to  circumstances,  others  have  a native  and  a winning  beauty. 
The  moon  shines  by  another’s  light.  The  moon  has  a brightness 
of  her  own.  The  ordinary  fruit  trees  wait  for  the  coming  of  the 
summer,  that  she  may  put  their  foliage  on,  and  hang  the  golden 
fruits  upon  their  limbs,  but  the  cedar  stands  up  in  its  native  glory 
and  greenness  all  the  bleak  winter  through.  And  thus  in  the  moral 
world.  Men,  and  governments,  and  human  arrangements  lean  on 
something  external  to  themselves ; but  truth  has  a strength  of  its 
own.  It  wears  the  stamp  of  an  immortal  thing,  and  cannot  be  suc- 
cessfully assailed. 

I.  Time  can  do  nothing  against  the  Truth.  He  is  the  waster 
who  destroys  at  noonday,  and  in  the  night;  who  touches  all  things 
indiscriminately,  and  by  whose  mysterious  power  the  monuments 
decay,  and  the  mountains  crumble,  arid  all  the  works  of  art  are 
found  to  disappear.  Time  is  against  every  created  thing — against 
the  feeble  and  the  strong,  against  the  lowly  and  the  high,  against 
the  granite  rock  and  the  fragile  plants. 

But  he  cannot  touch  the  Truth,  save  as  he  touches  the  fruits,  to 
mature  and  perfect  them,  or  as  he  does  the  pictures  of  the  old  mas- 
ters, to  throw  a richer,  lovelier  light  upon  them  all.  What  time 
cannot  destroy,  he  adorns  and  elevates. 

Our  estimate  of  goodness  can  affect  it,  in  no  way  whatever.  The 
Greenlander  glories  in  his  bleak  abode  ; and  all  the  asserted  charms 
of  a more  genial  clime  fade  in  his  view,  when  compared  with  the 
frosty  decorations  and  the  glittering  icebergs,  and  the  deep  blue 
sky,  and  the  bright  burning  stars  that  make  the  garniture  of  his 
polar  home.  But  let  a Southern  summer  once  show  to  him  one  of 
her  lovelier  scenes,  and  throw  around  him  the  comforts  of  a true 
civilization,  and  then  the  inferior  no  longer  charms.  Thus  truth 
shall,  at  last,  be  thought  a thing  of  glory  everywhere,  and  in  the 
later  and  better  era  sit  as  a queen.  Time  is  but  the  amber  cover- 
ing of  truth,  the  golden  setting  of  the  priceless  jewel. 

II.  Truth  cannot  be  put  down.  There  are  perceptible  antago- 
nisms in  the  universe  of  God.  We  know  how  evil  pursues  good 
with  all  the  malice  of  a furious  and  baffled  foe,  how  error  lies  in 
wait  for  truth  and  plots  its  overthrow  by  every  artifice ; but  all  in 
vain.  This  deadly  Upas  stretches  out  its  limbs,  and  shakes  its 
noxious  boughs  and  blights  by  its  shade  the  plants  of  paradise. 

The  graves  of  the  good  are  everywhere,  many  of  them  prematurely 
green,  and  hiding  and  covering  from  our  view  many  of  the  best  and 
purest  of  the  sons  of  earth.  But  has  truth  perished  because  these 
are  no  more? 

Could  they  ever  have  crushed  the  Church’s  creed  in  the  past,  and 
reduced  its  living,  burning,  heavenly  truths  to  a thing  of  nought, 
it  would  have  found  no  gain  in  slaying  the  Church’s  children.  When 
Paganism  let  out  her  furious  beasts  upon  the  guiltless  Christians 
in  the  amphitheatre,  it  was  not  to  these  helpless  men  they  bore  a 
grudge,  but  to  that  eternal  truth  which  so  lived  itself  in  their  holy 
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carriage,  as  to  give  strange  power  to  a dormant  heathen  conscience. 
Rome  blew  the  fires  in  Smithfield,  and  offered  up  the  holocaust  to 
St.  Bartholomew,  not  because  she  feared  those  she  slew.  ’Twas 
that  she  hoped  through  the  death  of  these  protesting  men  to  pierce 
and  crucify  the  truth  they  loved.  But  all  in  vain.  And  as  there 
is  one  clime  in  which  death  cannot  stay,  and  one  unseen  city  which 
is  exempt  from  harmful  change,  so  is  there  here  one  immortal  cor- 
poration over  which  seasons,  and  circumstances,  and  wasting  influ- 
ences pass  harmlessly,  and  that  is  the  Church  of  God,  the  pillar  and 
ground  of  truth. 

III.  Truth  cannot  be  resisted.  Some  things  have  great  power 
of  resistance,  but  no  aggressive  force.  The  rock  stands  up  from 
age  to  age  unmoved  by  all  the  waves  that  beat  upon  it,  yet  it  makes 
no  advance.  But  truth  both  bears  up  against  all  pressure,  and 
pushes  its  own  resistless  way. 

There  is  a league  between  all  true  things  in  the  universe.  He, 
therefore,  who  opposes  truth,  is  arrayed  not  against  an  isolated 
thing.  He  faces  a multitude,  and  in  his  personal  feebleness  sets 
himself  against  a phalanx,  whose  resistless  force,  and  whose  heavy 
tread  shall  quite  bear  down  every  enemy.  There  is  a strange  vi- 
tality in  truth.  You  may  push  the  painted  buoy  below  the  surface 
of  the  sea,  but  it  will  leap  instantly  to  it  again.  You  may  cut  off 
every  limb  from  the  green  and  growing  tree,  but  you  cannot  thus 
reach  the  law  of  its  growth,  nor  hinder  the  outspringing  of  yet 
more  vigorous  buds.  And  thus  with  the  truth  of  God.  It  is  ag- 
gressive and  resistless.  As  the  perennial  spring,  around  which 
you  build  the  wall  of  adamant,  will  make  its  way  to  the  light  by 
avenues  and  channels  you  cannot  see  nor  shut,  so  with  truth.  See 
India,  China,  Birmah,  and  Africa. 

IY.  The  tasks  which  God  has  set  for  truth  will  explain  the  text. 
This  is  to  renew  and  raise  a perfect  man — to  put  the  garden’s 
bloom  on  the  wilderness— to  set  up  the  authority  of  Christ.  There 
is  a work  to  be  done  as  well  in  the  State  as  the  Church.  And  this 
shall  be  a work  of  demolition  and  of  repair.  There  are  thrones  of 
iniquity  which  must  come  down.  National  sin  must  be  assaulted 
in  its  citadel.  Vile  men  must  be  pulled  from  the  prominence  to 
which  they  have  no  claim.  Political  corruption  must  be  ferreted 
from  its  fastnesses  near  the  throne  and  behind  the  constitution,  and 
vice  and  wrong  be  bound  and  still. 

Nor  this  alone,  for  there  is  a work  of  repair  to  be  done.  The 
yoke  must  be  broken  from  the  neck  of  the  guiltless.  With  us  God’s 
law  is  spurned,  and  he  who  departeth  from  evil  maketh  himself  a 
prey.  And  he  who  pleads  for  the  authority  of  the  “ Higher  Law,” 
shall  hear  the  howl  of  hate  as  it  comes  up  from  the  mob,  and,  shall 
we  say  it,  the  hissings  of  the  pulpit.  We  are  ridden  over  by  the 
wrong.  The  crown  of  political  martyrdom  is  woven  for  the  head 
of  him  who  shall  attempt  the  hopeless  work  of  reform.  No,  not 
hopeless,  for  yet  the  rights  of  God  shall  be  owned.  This  mawkish 
sympathy  with  legalized  evil  shall  be  abashed.  The  race  of  dema- 
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gogues  shall  die.  The  State’s  vocabulary  shall  be  re-written.  The 
civil  disabilities  fall,  as  they  should,  on  the  heads  of  the  vile,  and 
virtue  be  no  longer  the  highroad  to  political  obscurity,  but  to  fame 
and  power.  The  Church,  too,  shall  be  reformed. 

V.  A good  man  can  do  nothing  wittingly  against  the  truth. 

Let  us  learn  hence. 

1.  The  true  mission  of  the  Church.  This  is  not  merely  to  con- 
vert men  to  God,  but  to  exhibit  a system  of  sound  doctrine,  to  main- 
tain a pure  worship,  and  prepare  thus  the  redeemed  for  glory. 
The  Church  is  the  appointed  guardian  for  truth,  and  must  keep  it, 
as  kept  those  ancient  vestals  their  sacred  fire ; as  keeps  this  sleep- 
less miser  his  yellow  gold ; as  keeps  the  servant  what  the  master 
has  confided  to  his  care.  Fallen  man,  of  himself,  would  neither 
know  nor  gain  the  truth.  If  a shower  of  golden  rain  should  fall 
upon  a territory  of  savages  unacquainted  with  the  precious  metal, 
although  the  glittering  drops  might  cause  a momentary  delight,  they 
would  soon  be  suffered  to  lie  neglected  on  the  ground.  So  would 
it  be  with  truth.  God,  therefore,  named  and  prepared  his  holy 
Church  for  the  office  of  the  truth’s  guardian.  She  is  the  light  of 
the  world — the  city  on  the  hill  that  may  be  seen  from  afar.  And 
then  the  Church  is  to  go  forth  girt  for  the  great  work  of  the  world’s 
conversion,  asserting  the  rights  of  the  redeemed,  and  pressing  her 
claim  on  men  and  governments  everywhere. 

2.  Learn  the  secret  of  the  Church’s  success.  “Not  by  might,” 
&c.  But  this  divine  leadership  she  may  not  look  for,  should  she 
prove  recreant  to  her  trust,  or  betray,  or  ignore  the  truth.  She 
must  cleave  to  all  the  truth.  Do  you  know  any  one  revealed  truth 
you  would  follow  to-day  to  its  burial  ? Will  you  dig  its  grave  or 
write  its  epitaph  ? 

Things  are  true  as  well  as  statements.  The  Church’s  post,  and 
the  Church’s  worship,  so  far  as  it  is  moral  in  its  kind  and  God 
given,  is  as  certainly  true  as  her  creed  is.  God  is  best  served  by 
his  own  golden  censers,  and  with  his  own  incense,  and  his  own 
ritual. 

Emasculated  and  partial  truth  shall  not  secure  the  victory.  What 
would  the  fire’s  blaze  and  glare  amount  to  without  its  heat — or 
what  a gorgeous  temple  without  its  girders  ? The  great  truths  of 
the  past  may  be  just  the  ones  for  which  the  future  awaits.  If  mis- 
takes in  the  physical  sciences  be  dreaded  and  dangerous,  why  not 
much  more  in  the  moral.  Truth  alone  shall  triumph  in  the  end, 
and  that  which  follows  it. 

3.  Learn  the  true  idea  of  schism.  Not  in  holding  to  all  the 
truth,  but  in  seeking  promotion  and  enlargement  by  its  surrender- 
ings.  Better  be  with  Athanasius  against  the  world,  and  with  John 
in  the  isle  a prisoner  for  Christ’s  testimony,  than  with  the  mass 
against  them. 
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THE  UNION  AND  ITS  BASIS. 

There  are  few  questions  mooted  in  our  day  that  excite  so  much 
interest  in  the  public  mind  as  that  of  church-union.  And  cer- 
tainly there  are  few  topics  that,  in  their  multifarious  connections  and 
bearings,  involve  so  much  that  regards  the  glory  of  God  and  the 
welfare  of  our  race.  It  cannot  but  be  the  prayer  of  every  right- 
hearted  man  that  “ the  Lord  who  builds  up  Jerusalem  would  gather 
together  the  outcasts  of  Israel and  that  the  promised  time  would 
come  when  u Ephraim  shall  not  envy  Judah , and  Judah  shall  not 
vex  Ephraim .”  But  as  the  Lord  works  by  instrumentalities  and 
means,  there  is  a solemn  question  that  meets  us  at  every  step,  viz., 
“ What  is  the  Church’s  duty  in  the  premises?”  And  it  is  a ques- 
tion that  concerns  the  whole  Church,  both  individually  and  collec- 
tively. 

I am  one  of  those  who  look  back  upon  the  late  action  of  our 
General  Synod,  or  rather  her  inaction , with  regret.  I believe  no 
individual  present  wished  for  any  immediate  or  hasty  action  on  the 
subject.  The  case  appeared  not  a little  similar  to  that  of  Moses 
and  Israel  at  the  Red  Sea.  Moses  was  right  in  “ crying  to  the 
Lord,”  but  he  committed  a sad  mistake  in  telling  the  people  to 
“ stand  still.”  Their  business  was  to  “ go  forward ,”  relying  on 
the  might  of  Israel’s  God  to  open  their  way.  I for  one  cannot 
see  what  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  transmitting  the 
Basis  of  Union  to  our  Presbyteries  and  Sessions  for  examination 
and  report.  It  was  transmitted  to  us,  in  a respectful  manner,  by 
a sister  church ; and  a due  respect  to  them  and  to  ourselves,  seemed 
to  require  some  action  upon  it.  In  the  very  brief  discussion  which 
took  place  while  the  subject  was  before  us,  a circumstance  occurred 
which  seems  to  require  some  notice.  A worthy  brother  made 
somewhat  of  a rude  attack  upon  the  Basis  of  Union  (while  he 
declared  he  had  not  read  it),  which  in  my  apprehension  was  calcu- 
lated to  leave  a wrong  impression.  And  as  there  was  no  opportu- 
nity of  reply,  it  seems  to  be  the  call  of  duty  to  make  the  correc- 
tion in  this  way.  The  principal  charge  brought  against  the  Basis 
was  one  of  error  in  the  declaration  that  “ the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is 
invested  by  the  Father  with  a twofold  mediatorial  dominion.”  Had 
the  brother  looked  a little  farther,  perhaps  to  the  very  next  sen- 
tence, he  would  have  found  this  explained,  as  including,  1st,  His 
Headship  over  the  Church ; and  2d,  His  Headship  over  all  things 
for  the  Church.  And  is  not  this  the  plain  doctrine  of  the  Bible  ? 
Did  not  he  who  said  “ Yet  have  I set  my  king  upon  my  holy  hill 
of  Zion,”  also  declare  that  “he  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet, 
and  given  him  to  be  head  over  all  things  to  the  Church,  which  is 
his  body  ?”  Is  it  not  in  the  very  spirit  of  the  Divine  Saviour’s 
address  to  the  Father  in  his  intercessory  prayer:  “Thou  hast  given 
him  power  over  all  flesh , that  he  should  give  eternal  life  to  as  many 
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as  thou  hast  given  him”  Mr.  Editor,  when  I have  been  preaching 
to  my  people  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  not  merely  the  Church’s 
only  King  and  Head,  but  that  all  the  created  universe  of  God, 
from  the  angel  to  the  worm,  is  put  under  His  control  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  chosen  race,  I have  ever  thought  that  I was  teaching  a 
great  and  precious  truth,  clearly  embodied  in  the  standards  both 
of  the  Associate  Church,  and  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod. 
And,  sir,  if  this  great  truth  is  admitted,  that  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  Christ  as  Mediatorial  King,  all  the  machinery  of  the 
universe  is  moving  on,  so  as  surely  to  issue  in  the  eternal  salvation 
of  his  ransomed  Church,  I ask  no  more.  And  all  the  metaphy- 
sical hair-splitting  with  which  the  world  has  been  amused,  on  the 
term  “purchase,”  from  the  days  of  that  good  man  Adam  Gibb,  till 
the  present  day,  I consider  as  so  much  empty  sound,  only  calcu- 
lated to  “darken  counsel  by  words  without  knowledge.”  During 
the  negotiations  for  Union,  held  for  so  many  years,  we  were  told 
once  and  again  by  our  delegates  (and  they  spoke  with  one  voice), 
that  the  doctrine  of  these  churches  was  one,  and  that  there  was 
nothing  that  ought  to  keep  them  separate.  How  some  of  them 
have  since  become  so  unsound  in  the  faith,  is  for  these  brethren  to 
explain. 

There  is  another  objection  started  against  the  Basis  which  was 
transmitted  to  us.  It  claims  to  be  a Testimony,  the  Church’s 
standing  Testimony.  But  it  is  not  a Testimony  at  all.  Why  ? 
Because  it  is  simply  declaratory,  and  does  not  specify  the  errors 
testified  against.  I for  one  cannot  see  much  force  in  this  objec- 
tion. When  I declare  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  supreme,  eternal, 
and  self-existent  God,  I am  surely  impliedly  testifying  against 
every  Unitarian  heresy  respecting  the  person  of  Christ.  When  I 
declare  that  Christ  offered  himself  a sacrifice  only  for  the  chosen 
race,  this  certainly  is  a testimony  against  the  doctrine  of  a general 
or  indefinite  atonement.  I therefore  look  upon  the  Westminster 
Confession  of  Faith  as  one  of  the  most  full  and  faithful  Testimo- 
nies that  the  Church  has  ever  seen.  It  appears  that  the  venerated 
fathers  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in  Scotland,  enter- 
tained on  this  subject  views  somewhat  different  from  those  of  their 
metaphysical  descendants.  In  the  Old  Testimony,  approved  in 
1761,  it  is  observable,  that  the  whole  of  the  declaratory  part  is 
presented  together,  and  the  specification  of  errors  testified  against, 
follows  after.  And  farther,  this  specification  of  errors  is  almost 
exclusively  confined  to  matters  connected  with  the  Church’s  civil 
relations.  In  respect  to  nearly  all  the  doctrines  of  Grace,  there 
is  no  testimony  against  error,  but  that  which  is  implied  in  the  decla- 
ration of  the  opposite  truth. 

I,  too,  have  an  objection  to  the  Basis,  but  one  of  a very  different 
kind.  I object  not  to  its  defects , but  to  its  redundancies . In  my 
view  it  covers  quite  too  much  ground ; reduplicating  on  many 
things  specified  with  sufficient  fulness  in  the  Confession  of  Faith, 
and  thus  rendering  the  Church’s  subordinate  standards  unnecessa- 
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rily  extended  and  complicated.  But  while  I can  recognize  its 
various  articles  as  the  truth  of  God,  and  subscribe  them  as  a sound 
and  valuable  exhibition  of  the  Gospel,  I can,  without  any  com- 
punction of  conscience,  overlook  this  redundancy,  in  view  of  the 
great  and  important  benefits  to  accrue  to  the  cause  of  God  and 
truth,  from  the  union  of  these  branches  of  the  great  Presbyterian 
family. 

Perhaps  we  are  afraid  of  being  lost  in  a crowd . It  will  be  wrel! 
for  us  to  think  in  time,  and  to  beware  lest  we  should,  in  a short 
time,  and  by  our  own  fault,  be  lost  in  a still  greater  crowd. 

Yours,  &c.,  G. 


RESOLUTIONS  ON  THE  HEATH  OF  REY. 

A.  W.  BLACK,  H.D. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Presbytery  held  on  the  20th  of 
September,  1858,  a committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  resolutions 
on  the  death  of  the  late  Hr.  Black. 

The  Committee  presented  the  following: 

Whereas,  the  tidings  of  the  death  of  the  Rev.  A.  W.  Black,  H.H., 
have  come  to  our  ears,  a man  most  amiable  in  his  domestic  relations, 
of  peaceable,  cordial,  and  generous  disposition  in  his  intercourse 
with  his  brethren,  which  made  him  respected  and  loved  by  them 
all ; and 

Whereas,  He  has  been  taken  away  in  the  vigor  of  his  life,  in  the 
midst  of  his  usefulness,  and  particularly  so  soon  after  his  appoint- 
ment, as  one  of  the  Professors  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  there- 
fore 

Resolved , That  we  have  heard  of  the  death  of  Rev.  A.  W.  Black, 
H.H.,  with  feelings  of  deepest  sorrow. 

Resolved , That  we  recognize  in  his  removal  a loss  to  the  Church 
which  cannot  be  easily  repaired. 

Resolved , That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  the  friends  of  the 
departed,  especially  with  the  companion  of  his  life,  upon  whom  the 
stroke  has  fallen  with  the  most  desolating  and  painful  weight. 

Resolved , That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  family 
of  the  deceased,  and  that  they  be  published  in  the  “Banner  of  the 
Covenant.” 


HESPISE  NO  ONE. 

The  Jews  would  not  willingly  tread  upon  the  smallest  piece  of 
paper  in  their  way,  but  took  it  up;  “for,  possibly,”  said  they, 
“ the  name  of  God  may  be  on  it.”  Trample  not  on  any  : there 
may  be  some  work  of  grace  there  that  thou  knowest  not  of.  The 
name  of  God  may  be  written  on  that  soul  thou  treadest  on  ; it 
may  be  a soul  that  Christ  thought  so  much  of  as  to  give  his 
precious  blood  for  it ; therefore,  despise  it  not. — Archbishop 
Leighton . 
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REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  CONFERENCE 

ON  UNION. 

Alleghany,  Pa.,  August  4th,  1858,  9 o’clock  a.  m., 
Rev.  Dr.  Sproull's  Church. 

According  to  agreement,  the  Committees  of  the  “ General 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in  North  America,” 
and  of  the  “ Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in 
North  America,”  appointed  to  confer  on  the  subject  of  a reunion 
of  these  bodies,  met  as  above. 

Present,  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 
Rev.  Thomas  Sproull,  D.D.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Johnston,  and  Rev.  J.  M. 
Willson ; of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  Rev.  Drs.  McMillan,  Black,  Wilson,  and  McLeod. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  McMillan,  Rev.  Dr.  Sproull  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  Dr.  McLeod  appointed  Secretary. 

Dr.  Sproull  opened  the  meeting  by  prayer. 

After  remarks  by  members  in  regard  to  the  object  of  the  meet- 
ing, it  was,  on  motion, 

Resolved , That  some  time  be  spent  in  devotional  services. 

Proceeded  to  the  devotional  exercises,  which  were  conducted  by 
Rev.  J.  M.  Willson,  Dr.  Wilson,  Rev.  J.  B.  Johnston,  and  Dr. 
McMillan,  who  occupied  the  chair. 

Resolved , That  Conference  proceed  to  business  by  reading  the 
letters  that  had  passed  between  the  Committees  and  the  Synods, 
on  the  subject  of  a reunion  of  the  Churches. 

Some  of  the  documents  not  being  in  the  house,  the  devotional 
services  were  continued,  until  they  could  be  procured,  by  Drs. 
Sproull,  McMillan,  and  McLeod. 

The  documents  being  produced  were  read,  when,  after  extended 
remark,  the  Conference  took  a recess  until  half  past  2 o’clock  p.  M. 

Same  Place,  o’clock  p.m. 

Resumed  business,  Rev.  Dr.  McMillan  in  the  chair.  Remarks 
were  made  by  all  the  members  on  the  subjects  before  them,  when 
Conference  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  nine  o’clock, 
Rev.  Dr.  McMillan  concluding  by  prayer. 

Same  Place,  August  5th,  9 o’clock  a.m. 

Conference  met,  and  was  opened  with  singing  and  prayer  by 
Dr.  Black.  Rev.  J.  M.  Willson  was  called  to  the  chair.  Rev.  J. 
B.  Johnston  addressed  the  Conference,  and  submitted  the  follow- 
ing, on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  the  Synod,  as  the  ground  on 
which  a reunion  might  be  effected : 

The  Committee  present  to  the  brethren,  the  Committee  of  the 
other  Synod,  the  following  Theses,  as  embracing  for  substance  the 
ground  on  which  we  understand  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
stood  in  regard  to  civil  relations , anterior  to  1833,  and  as  the  only 
ground  on  which  we  can  give  any  encouragement  to  our  brethren 
to  expect  that  a reunion  of  the  two  Synods  can  be  effected. 

1.  That  we  dissent  from  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
because  of  its  immoralities. 
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2.  That  this  dissent  from  the  Constitution  requires  to  abstain 
from  oaths  of  allegiance,  and  from  oaths  of  office  binding  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution. 

3.  That  it  prohibits  voting  for  officers  who  must  be  qualified  by 
an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution. 

4.  That  it  prohibits  sitting  on  juries,  as  explained  by  our  testi- 
mony, understanding  that  such  juries  do  not  include  various  other 
juries,  where  there  is  neither  an  incorporation  with  the  govern- 
ment, an  oath  to  an  immoral  law,  nor  any  implied  engagement  to 
support  the  Constitution. 

Drs.  Wilson,  Black,  and  Rev.  J.  M.  Willson  spoke  at  length. 

Resolved , That  Conference  take  a recess  until  2J  o’clock  p.M. 

Resumed  business;  Rev.  Dr.  Wilson  in  the  chair. 

Rev.  Dr.  Black  read  the  following  statement,  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee  of  General  Synod,  in  reply  to  the  Theses  presented  by 
the  brethren  of  the  other  Synod  : 

STATEMENTS  IN  REPLY  TO  THE  THESES  OF  THE  BRETHREN  OF 
SYNOD’S  COMMITTEE. 

1.  The  ground  occupied  by  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
in  reference  to  the  civil  institutions  of  the  United  States,  State  and 
Federal,  prior  to  the  disruption,  is,  as  expressed  in  her  own  lan- 
guage in  1821,  “ That  no  connection  with  the  laws,  the  officers, 
or  the  order  of  the  State  is  forbidden  by  the  Church,  except  what 
truly  involves  immorality.” 

2.  That  in  the  application  of  the  above  principles,  we  regard 
ourselves  as  dissenters  from  immorally  constituted  civil  establish- 
ments ; and  also,  that  whenever  the  recognition  of  an  immoral  law 
is  made  essential  to  the  action  of  the  juror;  or  to  the  exercise  of 
the  elective  franchise  ; or  to  holding  civil  office  ; or  to  the  discharge 
of  any  other  civil  duty,  Reformed  Presbyterians  must  abstain  from 
all  such  acts,  as  involving  immorality. 

3.  That  the  moral  character  of  the  Federal  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  being  a matter  of  opinion,  and  undecided  by  any 
competent  authority,  the  recognition  or  non-recognition  of  it  should 
not  be  made  a term  of  ecclesiastical  communion. 

4.  We  therefore  recommend,  that  as  the  two  churches  are  united 
in  their  views  of  the  great  principles  of  civil  government,  and  in 
the  belief  and  declaration  of  the  fact  that  no  communion  should  be 
held  with  immorality,  the  ground  of  the  reunion  should  be  the 
exercise  of  forbearance  in  regard  to  those  special  governmental 
questions  by  which  they  are  now  divided.  It  is  the  belief  of  this 
committee  that  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  was  divided,  not 
by  difference  of  religious  principles,  but  by  other  causes,  as  is  shown 
in  the  letter,  to  which  a reply  is  expected. 

5.  Should  the  brethren  of  the  other  Committee  and  the  Synod 
not  agree  to  these  terms  of  reunion,  we  recommend  to  the  ministers 
and  members  of  these  Churches  to  treat  each  other  with  Christian 
courtesy  and  respect,  and  to  co-operate  as  far  as  possible  on  the 
large  common  ground  they  occupy  as  Reformed  Presbyterians. 

Resolved , That  a copy  of  the  papers  of  this  Conference  be  pre- 
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sented  to  the  Synods  by  their  respective  Committees,  leaving  it  to 
the  Synods  to  prosecute  further  negotiations  as  they  may  see  fit. 

Resolved , That  this  Conference  expresses  great  satisfaction  in 
the  members  seeing  each  other  in  the  face,  in  the  Christian  cour- 
tesy and  brotherly  kindness  which  have  characterized  the  meeting, 
in  the  full  and  free  expression  of  their  views  respectively,  and  in 
the  anticipation  that  good  results  will  follow  the  same. 

Resolved , That  an  exact  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Confer- 
ence be  furnished  by  the  secretary  to  the  committees  for  publica- 
tion in  their  respective  periodicals,  and  to  be  laid  before  the 
Synods. 

The  members  personally  then  expressed  their  cordial  satisfaction 
in  the  pleasant  and  fraternal  meeting  enjoyed  with  dear  brethren. 

The  minutes  of  the  Conference  were  read  throughout  and  ap- 
proved, after  which  the  Conference  adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Wilson,  singing  the  133d  Psalm,  and  receiving  the  apostolic 
benediction. 

A true  copy  from  the  minutes  of  Conference. 

Signed, 

John  N.  McLeod, 

Allegel^ny,  Pa.,  August  5th,  1858.  Secretary. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  CEDARVILLE  COLONIZA- 
TION SOCIETY. 

Cedaryille,  August  11th,  1858. 

Society  met,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Bodkins,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Rev.  Dr.  Hall,  of 
Oxford,  delivered  an  address  of  about  two  hours  in  length,  after 
which  a collection  was  taken  up  amounting  to  about  thirty  dollars. 

Rev.  Dr.  McMillan  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  audience 
be  tendered  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hall,  for  his  able  and  appropriate 
address,  and  that  we  request  a copy  for  publication. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  read  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mc- 
Millan, and  approved  of  by  the  Society  : 

Resolved , 1.  That  the  proper  treatment  and  disposal  of  the 
colored  race  now  in  our  State,  and  constantly  increasing  by  emi- 
gration from  the  Slave  States,  is  a subject  calling  for,  and  deserv- 
ing the  early  consideration  of  both  the  Churches  in  the  country, 
and  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  each  acting  in  their  own 
appropriate  sphere. 

2.  That  as  citizens  of  Ohio,  or  of  the  United  States,  it  is  our 
duty  to  call  on  our  State  Legislature,  and  on  the  General  Govern- 
ment, to  give  this  subject  the  attention  which  its  merits  require. 

3.  That  as  members  of  our  respective  Churches,  and  believers 
in  the  word  of  God,  that  teaches  us  “ Whatsoever  ye  would  that 
men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them,”  we  shall  use  our 
influence  in  every  proper  way  to  have  the  condition  of  the  colored 
race  in  our  land  duly  considered,  and  especially  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  both  races  to  consider  the  evident  and  merciful  design 
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of  God,  in  permitting  and  overruling  the  unhallowed  practice  of 
piracy  and  of  slavery  in  these  United  States. 

4.  That  the  scheme  of  African  colonization  being  no  longer  an 
experiment  but  a fixed  fact , whose  success  has  far  exceeded  the 
most  sanguine  hopes  of  its  early  projectors,  we,  the  friends  of  the 
cause,  do  again  reaffirm  our  belief  and  abiding  conviction  in  the 
wisdom , the  benevolence , and  the  justice  of  this  scheme  of  coloniza- 
tion; and  that  nothing  more  is  needed,  under  the  approving  provi- 
dence of  God  hitherto  enjoyed,  than  the  active  and  united  co-ope- 
ration of  the  State  and  of  the  General  Government,  together  with 
the  zealous  missionary  operations  of  the  Churches,  in  order  to 
hasten  and  usher  in  the  day  when  a slave  shall  not  tread  American 
soil,  nor  an  idolator  bow  the  knee  in  the  land  of  Ham. 

Memorials  were  then  read,  one  to  be  sent  to  our  State  Legisla- 
ture, the  other  to  Congress,  requesting  them  to  recognize  and 
assist  colonization  measures. 

Seven  o’clock  p.  m. — Meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Hall.  Rev.  E.  G.  Nicholson  then  read  the  verse : 
“Princes  shall  come  out  of  Egypt,  Ethiopia  shall  soon  stretch  out 
her  hands  unto  God,”  and  made  a very  beautiful  and  appropriate 
comment  on  it,  after  which  he  delivered  a very  excellent  address. 
Society  adjourned.  Dr.  Stewart, 

President. 

Wm.  G.  White, 

Secretary  pro  tem. 


THE  CHURCH  DIFFICULTY. 

We  gave,  Friday,  a brief  account  of  a difficulty  in  the  congrega- 
tion of  the  Second  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  Rev.  A.  M. 
Stewart  pastor  (known  by  charter  as  the  Third  Associate  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Pittsburg),  and  from  the  following  pro- 
ceedings of  the  meeting  held  in  the  church  on  Thursday  evening, 
our  readers  will  see  exactly  how  the  matter  stands. 

Rev.  A.  M.  Stewart  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  S.  D.  Hill  ap- 
pointed secretary.  The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer.  It  was 
moved  by  William  Murdock,  and  seconded  by  Arthur  Hill,  to  recon- 
sider the  resolutions  passed  at  a congregational  meeting  held  in  the 
church  on  the  21st  of  June  last,  declaring  the  connection  of  this 
congregation  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  to  cease  from 
said  date,  and  also  naming  the  church  the  Fourth  United  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Pittsburg. 

The  Chairman  inquired  if  the  mover  and  seconder  had  been  at 
the  previous  meeting  and  voted  for  the  resolutions.  Being  answered 
in  the  affirmative,  the  motion  was  decided  in  order  and  carried 
unanimously,  and,  after  discussion,  the  resolutions  rejected.  Over 
one  hundred  members  were  present,  and  voted  on  this  and  all  the 
other  resolutions,  while,  it  is  stated,  not  a dozen  members  can  be 
found  who  voted  at  the  former  meeting,  and  adhere  to  that  vote. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  read  by  James  Har- 
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rison,  and  their  passage  moved  as  the  sense  of  the  meeting.  They 
were  after  discussion  put  separately,  and  all  passed  without  a dis- 
senting vote. 

Whereas,  at  a congregational  meeting  held  in  this  house,  on  the 
evening  of  June  21st,  as  we  understood  for  the  special  purpose  of 
hearing  the  auditors’  report,  and  at  which  but  a small  minority  of 
the  members  were  present,  and  when  the  meeting  seemed  ready  for 
adjournment,  an  entirely  new  business  was  introduced,  that  of 
Union,  and  after  a number  even  of  those  who  were  at  the  meet- 
ing had  left,  did  by  resolution  profess  to  transfer  this  congregation 
from  its  present  connection  into  that  of  another  body ; thus  in  an 
unheard  of  manner  attempting  to  sever  the  congregation  from  their 
pastor,  to  whom  they  are  bound  by  every  tie  of  confidence  and 
affection.  Therefore, 

Resolved , That  as  a congregation,  and  as  individual  members, 
we  continue  to  be  highly  satisfied  with  our  beloved  pastor,  Rev.  A. 
M.  Stewart,  and  hereby  pledge  to  him  our  full  and  cordial  support 
in  every  consistent  way  and  means. 

Resolved , That  we  hereby,  as  a congregation,  utterly  disclaim 
and  repudiate  the  late  underhand  and  illegal  effort  to  change  the 
ecclesiastical  connection  of  this  congregation,  without  one  in  twenty 
of  the  members  having  the  slightest  previous  intimation  that  such 
a measure  was  contemplated,  and  especially  do  we  repudiate  the 
secret  and  unkind  effort  against  our  pastor,  to  separate  from  him 
his  congregation,  without  affording  him  any  previous  intimation  of 
the  movement,  nor  allowing  one  in  twenty  of  the  members  to  know 
that  such  a thing  was  contemplated. 

Resolved , That  as  a congregation,  and  individually,  we  love  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  in  no  way  dissatisfied  with 
our  present  ecclesiastical  connection. 

Resolved , That  while  we  believe  the  standing,  order,  doctrine, 
and  testimony  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterirn  Church  to  be  yet  in 
advance  of  all  others,  we  are  nevertheless  cordially  in  favor  of  unit- 
ing in  one  body  the  now  divided  people  of  Christ,  and  shall  ever 
be  found  cultivating  the  things  tending  to  effect  this  desirable  ob- 
ject ; especially  are  we  desirous  of  a union  with  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  a hope  that  ere  long  our  entire  Synod  may 
be  ready  for  its  consummation. — Pittsburg  Paper . 


LETTER  EROM  IRELAND. 

The  following  interesting  extract  from  a letter  from  Rev.  T.  W.  J.  Wylie,  speaks 
for  itself.  It  shows  the  position  and  influence  of  our  brethren  in  Ireland,  in  whose 
welfare  the  Church  in  this  land  has  a deep  interest.  We  are  happy  to  say  that  Mr. 
Wylie’s  health  is  much  improved.  He  expects  to  return  home  about  the  end  of  this 
month,  and  hopes  to  be  so  restored  as  to  be  able  fully  to  enter  upon  and  discharge 
the  duties  of  his  Pastorate.  We  rejoice  to  hear  it. — Ed. 

CtJLLYBACKEY,  COUNTY  ANTRIM,  IRELAND,  July  22d,  1858. 

I arrived  in  this  place  on  Thursday  last.  The  Synod  had  just 
closed  its  sessions,  and  a soiree  was  to  be  held  in  the  evening.  I 
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had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  all  the  ministerial  members,  and 
a number  of  the  ruling  elders,  and  as  an  expression  of  regard  to 
our  American  Church,  of  which  I was  considered  as  in  some  sort  a 
representative,  a meeting  was  held  after  the  soiree,  for  the  purpose 
of  formally  receiving  me  to  a seat  in  the  court,  and  interchanging 
the  expressions  of  Christian  respect  and  love.  This  was  the  more 
valuable  as  a mark  of  esteem  on  the  part  of  our  Irish  brethren,  as 
the  meeting  was  held  after  midnight,  for  the  exercises  of  the  soiree 
had  continued  to  so  late  an  hour.  I was  glad  to  find  that  our  mi- 
nisters are  harmoniously  cooperating  in  sustaining  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  our  Church,  and  promoting  the  interests  of  religion.  Our 
congregations  are  all  prosperous,  and  a very  favorable  impression 
is  made  upon  the  world  by  the  consistent  Christian  conduct,  the 
faithful  attendances  upon  the  ordinances,  and  the  liberality  in 
every  good  cause,  which  our  people  manifest.  Unfettered  by  any 
connection  with  the  Government,  they  can  speak  and  act  in  re- 
ference to  the  evils  of  the  times,  in  a manner  which  makes  their 
influence  powerfully  felt  wherever  it  extends.  Though  their  num- 
bers be  small,  their  position,  their  unity,  their  energy,  make  them 
strong. 

The  most  interesting  subject  which  was  under  consideration  was 
the  formation  of  a closer  union  with  our  Scotch  Synod.  Our  con- 
gregations suffer  much  from  an  inadequate  supply  of  ministers,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  some  may  be  obtained  for  the  church  which  is  the 
mother  of  us  all ! Our  people  here  hold  the  same  Testimony  as 
the  Scotch  Church  has  adopted,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  barrier 
to  a closer  connection,  which  would  be  mutually  beneficial. 

The  soiree,  which  was  given  by  the  Sabbath-school  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Vickar’s  congregation,  was  held  on  the  evening  of  the  day  Synod 
adjourned.  It  was  one  of  the  best-managed  affairs  of  the  kind  I 
have  ever  seen.  A large  number  of  persons  attended,  but  there 
was  no  disorder  or  confusion.  The  Cullybackey  ladies  know  how 
to  prepare,  in  good  style,  the  cup  that  cheers  but  not  inebriates, 
and  the  young  men  did  their  part  well,  in  attending  upon  the 
tables,  neatly  spread  and  decorated  with  flowers.  After  the  re- 
freshments had  been  served,  addresses  were  made  by  various 
speakers,  and  as  I listened  to  the  speeches  of  our  ministers,  I could 
not  but  feel  that  they  formed  a body,  of  whom  no  church  should  be 
ashamed.  The  copiousness  of  thought,  the  clearness,  and  the 
energy  of  expression  which  they  showed,  proved  them  to  be  men 
of  power,  and  as  I thought  that  they  needed  but  to  speak  the  word, 
and  their  small  income  might  be  doubled  by  accepting  the  bounty 
of  the  Government,  I felt  that  their  disinterestedness,  and  their 
sincerity  must  command  respect,  and  gain  them  a powerful  in- 
fluence. The  long-continued  and  earnest  attention  of  the  audience, 
which  remained  nearly  six  hours , shows  the  interest  of  the  meet- 
ing. You  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  a sufficient  sum  was  realized, 
after  paying  all  expenses,  to  purchase  a valuable  Sabbath-school 
library. 

Rev.  A.  G.  McAuley. 
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LETTER  TO  THE  PITTSBURG  PRESBYTERY  OF  THE 
REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

Dehra,  February  27th,  1858. 

My  very  dear  Brethren  : — As  I had  been  a member  of  your 
venerable  court,  and  was  personally  and  intimately  acquainted 
with  every  one  of  you,  it  was  thought  proper  by  the  brethren  that 
I should  reply  to  your  kind,  Christian  letter,  on  behalf  of  our 
Presbytery.  It  gives  me  much  pleasure,  I assure  you,  to  be  the 
organ  of  communication  between  the  Presbytery  of  which  I am 
now  a member,  and  the  Presbytery  which  took  and  kept  charge  of 
me  when  I was  a student,  which  licensed  me  to  preach  the  Gospel, 
and  which  placed  ordaining  hands  on  my  head ; of  which  I was  a 
member  for  years,  which  was  the  only  Presbytery  at  home  with 
which  I was  ever  connected,  either  as  a student,  a licentiate,  or  a 
minister,  and  which  embraces  in  its  members  and  within  the 
bounds  of  its  jurisdiction  my  dearest  Christian  friends. 

Your  letter,  dated  October  30th,  1857,  reached  us  by  last  mail, 
and  was  read  with  deep  and  grateful  interest  by  every  one  of  us. 
During  the  months  of  painful  apprehension,  through  which  we 
passed  last  summer,  one  of  our  greatest  comforts  and  supports  was 
the  thought  that  the  prayers  of  God’s  people,  throughout  Europe 
and  America,  were  ascending  on  our  behalf.  This,  next  to  the 
love  and  faithfulness  of  the  Almighty  Saviour,  was  the  anchor  of 
our  souls.  It  was  natural,  however,  for  us  to  feel  that  we  had  a 
special  interest  in  the  prayers  of  our  own  Church.  We  were 
cheered  and  strengthened  by  the  pleasing  assurances  that  you  were 
bearing  us  on  your  hearts  before  the  throne  of  grace,  and  pleading 
for  us  with  the  interest  and  earnestness  of  personal  friendship  and 
Christian  brotherhood.  It  was  truly  gratifying  to  know  that  both 
nature  and  grace  were  kneeling  and  praying  for  us  before  the 
mercy  seat.  It  added  not  a little  to  the  pleasure  that  arose  from 
these  assurances,  to  be  acquainted  with  the  places  of  worship,  the 
congregations,  the  Christian  homes,  the  appearance,  and  the  man- 
ner of  those  who  were  interceding  for  us.  We  knew  from  former 
experience  that  our  names  would  be  mentioned  in  your  prayers, 
and  imagined  that  we  could  tell  even  the  phraseology  that  would 
be  used  in  many  a Christian  congregation  and  home,  when  prayer 
would  be  offered  for  “those  that  had  taken  their  lives  in  their 
hands,  and  gone  far  hence  to  make  known  the  glad  tidings  of  sal- 
vation in  the  dark  places  of  the  earth,  the  habitations  of  horrid 
cruelty.”  These  assurances  gave  us  much  comfort ; but  such  is 
our  nature,  that  however  deep  and  abiding  may  be  our  convictions 
of  the  interest  or  affection  of  others,  we  are  most  deeply  affected 
by  it  when  it  finds  expression,  and  is  communicated  to  us  in  some 
tangible  form.  The  Christian  knows  that  Christ  so  loved  him  as 
to  die  for  him,  but  that  love  is  most  affecting  when  he  sees  the 
emblems  of  the  Saviour’s  broken  body  and  shed  blood  in  the  sacra- 
ment of  the  Supper.  This  want  of  our  nature  was  supplied,  and 
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these  “ sensible  signs”  of  your  Christian  interest  in  us  and  our 
work,  were  afforded  us  in  the  reports  of  your  special  meetings  for 
prayer  on  behalf  of  us  and  others  in  India,  and  in  the  letters  which 
we  have  received  from  you  and  other  Presbyteries,  and  also  from 
the  Board  of  Missions.  Accept  of  our  hearty  thanks  for  your 
letter.  We  thank  you  for  the  deep  sympathy  with  us  in  our 
dangers,  which  your  first  resolution  expresses ; we  thank  you  for 
recommending  us  to  the  prayerful  regard  of  the  people  of  God 
under  your  care,  and  we  thank  you  for  the  kind,  comforting  words 
addressed  to  us  by  your  Moderator  and  Clerk,  in  discharge  of  the 
duty  you  assigned  them.  You  have  our  gratitude  and  our  prayers. 
May  the  sweetest  influences  of  heaven  descend  on  your  hearts  and 
your  flocks. 

You  will  rejoice  to  learn  that  your  prayers,  on  our  behalf,  have 
been  graciously  heard  and  answered.  Not  one  of  us,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Mutiny,  has  suffered  either  in  person  or  property. 
God  kept  us  in  this  safe  retreat  as  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand.  The 
brethren  at  Saharanpur  and  Burki  had  to  leave  their  stations 
during  the  period  of  greatest  excitement.  At  this  station  our 
work,  with  the  exception  of  preaching  in  the  bazaar  for  a short 
time,  was  uninterrupted.  The  work  at  all  three  stations  has  been 
going  on  for  several  months  as  formerly.  We  feel  that  we  are 
called  upon  to  consecrate  anew,  to  the  service  of  God,  the  lives 
that  he  has  so  mercifully  spared.  Pray  for  us  that  we  may  have 
grace  to  do  so. 

It  will  be  a matter  of  much  joy  to  you  and  to  the  people  of  God 
throughout  the  world,  “ that  the  things  which  have  happened  unto 
us,  have  fallen  out”  greatly  “to  the  furtherance  of  the  Gospel.” 
What  you  have  expressed  as  an  object  of  faith , is  now  to  us  an 
object  of  sense ; we  see  plainly  that  God  has  made  all  these  things 
work  together  for  the  good  of  his  cause.  We  believe,  from  the 
first  of  these  disturbances,  that  God  was  answering  the  prayers  of 
the  Church  for  this  land  “by  horrible  things  in  righteousness,” 
but  we  did  not  expect  to  be  able,  so  soon  and  so  clearly,  to  read 
these  answers  in  his  providences.  In  all  that  has  happened,  we, 
and  even  irreligious  men  have  heard  God  say,  as  distinctly  as  he 
can  be  heard  to  speak  in  his  providence,  “ I will  he  exalted  among 
the  heathen , I will  be  exalted  in  the  earth.”  He  has  arisen  and 
pleaded  his  own  cause ; and  though  we  cannot  but  be  sad  at  the 
thought  of  the  valuable  lives  that  have  been  lost,  and  at  the  de- 
struction of  human  life  that  is  still  taking  place,  yet  we  cannot  but 
rejoice  at  what  God  has  wrought.  “ Let  Mount  Zion  rejoice,  let  the 
daughters  of  Judah  be  glad  because  of  thy  judgments.” 

The  East  India  Company,  who  one  year  ago  were  in  the  pride 
of  their  power  and  glory,  have,  we  believe,  been  cast  down  as  unfit 
any  longer  to  rule  this  country.  Professing  to  rule  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  not  interfering  with  the  religion  of  the  natives,  they 
ignored  Christianity,  and  encouraged  idolatry  and  caste.  They 
made  almost  every  concession  to  the  absurd  notions  of  the  army 
especially,  and  guarded  them  carefully  against  the  influences  of 
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Christianity,  even  forbidding  the  chaplains  to  use  any  means  to 
lead  the  heathen  soldier  to  the  truth.  From  the  fear  of  losing 
their  power  and  gains,  they  thus  wickedly  shut  out  the  light  of 
God’s  love  from  their  vast  army,  and  degraded  their  chaplains  into 
time-servers  and  men-pleasers,  by  forbidding  them  to  obey  the 
commission  which  Christ  put  into  their  hands : “ Go  ye  into  all 
the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature .”  He  who 
“removeth  kings  and  setteth  up  kings,”  has  showed  his  displeasure 
against  their  government.  He  has  “ numbered”  it  “ and  finished 
it,”  and  given  it  to  another,  and  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  his 
judgments  are  seen  in  the  fact  that  the  army  on  which  the  govern- 
ment depended  has  caused  its  overthrow,  and  that,  too,  on  a charge 
of  using  means  to  convert  them  to  Christianity,  a charge  of  which 
it  had  taken  the  greatest  pains  not  to  be  guilty.  What  a verifica- 
tion of  the  Scriptures!  “The  wicked  fall  by  their  own  counsel,” 
“ The  wicked  is  snared  in  the  work  of  his  own  hand.” 

Mohammedanism,  too,  the  bitterest  enemy  of  Christ,  has  been 
humbled ; and  the  breaches  have  been  made  in  caste,  the  strongest 
fortress  of  idolatry,  by  the  same  storm  that  has  overthrown  the 
government  of  the  East  India  Company.  The  cloud,  however, 
that  shot  down  fiery  vengeance  on  these  enemies  of  Christ,  has  at 
the  same  time  rained  refreshment  on  his  drooping  cause.  The 
prospects  of  the  missionary  enterprise  in  this  land  were  never  so 
bright  and  encouraging  as  at  present.  We  have,  indeed,  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  dear  brethren  who  were  cruelly  murdered ; but  our  loss 
is  their  gain.  They  are  now  with  that  “ great  multitude  that  no 
man  can  number,”  “which  came  out  of  great  tribulation,  and  have 
washed  their  robes  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,” 
and  having  palms  in  their  hands,  are  now  praising  God  for  his 
judgments,  saying,  “ Salvation  to  our  God  who  sitteth  upon  the 
throne,  and  to  the  Lamb.”  Their  posts,  it  is  true,  are  unoccupied, 
but  they  have,  doubtless,  done  more  for  the  cause  of  Christ  in  their 
death  than  they  could  have  done  by  the  longest  life.  “The  blood 
of  the  martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the  Church.”  Much  mission  property 
too,  has  been  destroyed;  but  this  forms  no  grounds  for  regret. 
It  had  all  been  consecrated  to  God  for  the  advancement  of  his 
cause  in  this  land,  and  if,  by  the  conflagration  in  which  it  was  con- 
sumed, this  object  has  been  promoted  in  an  almost  incredible  de- 
gree, who  would  not  rejoice  in  the  sacrifice? 

One  of  the  most  striking  results  of  the  rebellion,  is  the  great 
change  that  has  been  produced  in  the  public  mind  in  favor  of  the 
work  of  missions.  This  will  be  best  illustrated  by  a few  facts. 

One  day,  just  after  the  outbreak,  when  our  danger  seemed  to  be 
the  greatest,  a party  having  been  murdered  in  a pass  a few  miles 
from  Dehra,  Brother  Woodside  and  I walked  over  to  the  next 
house,  in  which  five  or  six  civil  and  military  officers  were  stopping 
and  consulting  at  the  time  respecting  what  was  best  to  be  done. 
Three  of  them  were  walking  in  front  of  the  house,  and  when  we 
approached  they  retired  into  the  verandah,  evidently  wishing  to 
shun  us.  When  we  came  forward,  our  presence  was  unmistakably 
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the  cause  of  uneasiness  to  them.  We  learned  shortly  afterwards 
from  one  of  their  number,  more  favorably  disposed  to  missionaries 
than  the  others,  that  a short  time  before  we  visited  them,  it  had 
been  affirmed  by  his  companions  that  every  missionary  in  the 
country  should  be  hanged.  They  did  not  then  think  of  their  own 
sins  and  the  sins  of  the  government  as  the  cause  of  Divine  judg- 
ments, but  attributed  the  threatened  dangers  to  missionaries,  as  the 
men  who  were  turning  the  world  upside  down. 

Others  about  that  time  were  heard  say  that  they  would  regard  it 
to  be  their  duty,  in  future,  to  prohibit  preaching  in  the  bazaars, 
and  to  arrest  the  missionaries  that  would  attempt  it. 

The  only  newspaper  that  reached  us  for  several  weeks  was  one 
that  is  published  at  the  seat  of  government  in  the  Punjaub.  It 
had  always  been  unfriendly  to  missionaries,  and  two  or  three  letters 
appearing  in  its  columns,  representing  the  Mutiny  as  a judgment, 
the  editor  announced  to  his  readers  that  no  more  letters  of  such  a 
character  should  find  a place  in  his  paper. 

A great  change,  however,  has  taken  place.  There  is  not  a 
tongue  now  moves  against  our  work.  The  rebellion  took  place 
among  those  that  were  most  carefully  guarded  against  the  influence 
of  missionaries.  It  is  now  almost  universally  admitted  that  the 
Mutiny  is  a judgment  on  the  British  for  their  disloyalty  to  Christ. 
Almost  every  one  sees  and  acknowledges  the  necessity  of  instruct- 
ing the  natives  in  Christianity.  The  spirit  of  the  paper  we  men- 
tioned above,  is  entirely  changed.  Its  columns  are  filled  with  such 
letters  as  it  formerly  rejected.  It  now  boldly  advocates  a Chris- 
tian government,  a Christian  policy,  and  Christian  missions  for 
India.  The  Punjaub  government  has  issued  a proclamation  de- 
claring that  all  its  offices  are  now  open  to  native  Christians.  This 
will  afford  employment,  and  give  respectability  to  native  converts, 
— two  great  benefits  to  the  cause  of  missions. 

Another  cheering  result  of  the  rebellion  is  the  proof  it  has  given 
of  the  sincerity  of  the  native  Christians.  Their  Christianity, 
compared  with  that  which  is  found  in  the  churches  at  home,  is 
weak  and  sickly,  nevertheless,  it  has  been  proved  to  be  of  the  right 
kind — its  strength  is  from  above.  They  have  been  sorely  tried, 
but  they  have  stood  the  trial.  Some  of  them  have  gained  the 
martyr’s  crown ; many  of  them  have  witnessed  a good  confes- 
sion, and  not  one  of  them  is  known  to  have  denied  the  Saviour. 
The  effect  of  their  trials  upon  themselves  has,  doubtless,  been  to 
lead  them  closer  to  God,  and  to  strengthen  their  faith  in  him. 

One  Sabbath,  during  the  period  of  the  greatest  alarm,  I hap- 
pened to  be  the  only  missionary  worshipping  with  the  native  Chris- 
tians. Those  of  Dehra  and  Saharanpur,  with  the  orphan  boys  of 
the  latter  station,  filled  our  little  church.  Many  times  we  looked 
out  of  the  doors,  not  knowing  when  a band  of  murderers  might  be 
seen  approaching  us.  Theodore  Wylie,  the  native  licentiate  of  our 
presbytery,  preached.  His  subject  was  the  love  and  faithfulness 
of  God,  with  an  application  to  our  circumstances  at  the  time. 
Among  other  beautiful  illustrations  he  used  the  following : 
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“ I read  some  time  ago  of  a husband  and  wife  who  were  at  sea 
in  a storm.  The  wife  clung  in  terror  to  her  husband.  He  drew  a 
sword  and  pointing  it  at  her  breast  in  a threatening  manner,  asked 
her,  4 Are  you  afraid?’  ‘No,’  she  replied.  ‘Why  are  you  not 
afraid?’  ‘Because  my  husband  holds  the  sword.’  ‘Why  then,’ 
said  the  husband,  ‘ are  you  afraid  of  the  winds  and  waves  ? They 
are  in  the  hands  of  your  Heavenly  Father.’  ” 

He  then  applied  this  beautifully  to  the  dangers  that  were  threat- 
ening us.  The  subject  itself,  the  circumstances  in  which  it  was 
considered,  and  to  which  it  was  applied,  the  character  of  the 
preacher,  and  his  calm,  mild,  earnest  countenance  and  manner, 
produced  a very  solemn  effect. 

Many  cheering  truths  are  seen  and  felt  by  us  at  the  present 
time  in  a peculiar  manner.  The  martyr  spirit  is  still  in  the 
Church — Jesus  is  on  the  throne — Jesus  is  in  the  hearts  of  his 
people — his  cause  is  safe — the  gates  of  hell  cannot  prevail  against 
her. 

My  sheet  is  full.  Again,  on  behalf  of  every  member  of  our 
presbytery,  I would  thank  you  for  your  kind,  sympathizing,  and 
encouraging  letter.  With  much  love, 

Your  brother  in  Christ, 

David  Herron. 


LETTER  FROM  REY.  J.  R.  CAMPBELL,  D.D. 

Mission  House,  Saharanpur,  June  5th,  1858. 

My  dearest  Mr.  Stuart  : 

We  have  just  received  glorious  and  animating  news  from  the 
United  States  of  that  wonderful  revival  which  you  are  all  enjoy- 
ing. Surely  the  millennium  day  has  dawned,  and  Christ  is  about 
to  ride  forth  and  subdue  the  nations  by  the  power  of  his  grace.  I 
see  also,  by  a most  interesting  letter  from  dear  Brother  Patterson 
of  Chicago,  that  the  broad  cloud  of  blessing  has  passed  even  the 
Alleghanies,  and  is  pouring  out  its  gracious  influences  on  the  prai- 
ries. What  a fulfilment  we  have  now  of  the  126th  Psalm.  We 
can  now  say  among  the  heathen,  and  we  will  say  it,  “ The  Lord 
hath  done  great  things  for  you and  oh,  may  we  soon  say  also, 
“The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  us,  whereof  we  are  glad.” 
0,  what  I would  give  to  spend  a single  day  with  you  in  Jayne’s 
large  Hall ! But  probably  it  is  sinful  to  talk  in  this  way.  The 
same  Divine  Spirit  that  is  performing  such  wonders  there,  is  here 
also,  and  is  willing  to  bestow  good  gifts  upon  us  too.  His  hand  is 
not  shortened  that  it  cannot  save  in  India  as  well  as  in  America. 
His  resources  are  inexhaustible.  0 for  the  heart  and  the  faith  to 
receive  his  blessing  ! It  seems  to  me  that  so  many  ardent  prayers 
so  importunately  offered  in  our  behalf  will  not  remain  unanswered. 
I believe  all  the  brethren  are  agreed  to  spend  some  time  daily  at 
noon  in  our  closets,  to  implore  a revival  in  our  own  hearts,  and  a 
display  of  God’s  almighty  power  in  the  midst  of  the  heathen  around 
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us ; for  we  need  not  expect  the  blessing  unless  we  pray  for  it  our- 
selves. 

For  some  time  past  I have  felt  nearer  to  God,  and  more  ear- 
nest in  prayer  than  usual,  and  now  I believe  that  your  prayers 
have  been  heard  and  answered  to  some  extent.  But  we  are  not 
satisfied  with  a few  mercy-drops  on  our  own  hearts.  We  want  a 
shower , such  as  we  have  here  in  the  rainy  season,  which  floods  the 
country  all  around  us,  and  suddenly  produces  vegetation  and  fruit, 
changing  completely  the  whole  aspect  of  nature  from  the  arid  and 
barren  to  the  deep  green  verdure  of  a tropical  climate.  On  receipt 
of  this,  please  ask  the  warm  Christian  hearts  in  Jayne’s  Hall  to 
pray  for  the  missionaries  and  native  preachers  at  Saharanpur,  and 
the  poor  heathen  in  this  city  and  district,  to  whom  the  Gospel  has 
been  preached  for  twenty-two  years.  Pray  that  the  seed  sown 
may  yet  spring  up  more  abundantly,  and  bear  rich  fruit  to  the 
glory  of  God.  How  I wish  I could  send  you  this  message  by  tele- 
graph, and  receive  an  answer  in  a few  minutes,  as  you  are  in  the 
habit  of  doing  with  the  prayer-meetings  in  New  York.  This  is, 
indeed,  applying  electricity  to  a purpose  which  scientific  men  had 
never  thought  of.  Probably  it  is  the  great  use  to  ^hich  God  will 
employ  it  during  the  thousand  years  of  the  millennium. 

We  are  all  well  here  and  the  station  perfectly  quiet,  but  there  is 
still  great  disturbance  in  many  parts  of  the  country.  Oude  and 
the  Doab,  between  the  Jumna  and  the  Ganges,  and  from  Allahabad 
to  Meerut  is  still  unsafe.  Also  west  of  the  Jumna,  and  down  by 
Mirzapur  and  Gazupere,  on  the  Ganges  below  Allahabad.  I trust  the 
heaviest  battles  have  been  fought,  but  it  will  require  a long  time  to 
settle  the  country  and  subdue  the  insurrectionary  spirit  which  has 
got  up  among  the  rebels. 

Our  labors  among  the  people  are  incessant,  and  the  Gospel  is 
heard  with  attention,  but  0 for  a day  of  God’s  power  to  convince 
and  convert  souls  and  draw  them  to  the  Saviour. 

Excuse  much  haste. 

Ever  yours, 

J.  R.  Campbell. 


DEATH  OF  REY.  A.  W.  BLACK,  D.D. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  deep  sorrow  we  record  the  death  of  Rev. 
Dr.  Black.  He  died  at  his  residence  in  Sewickleyville,  near 
Pittsburg,  on  Friday,  the  10th  September,  at  4 o’clock  P.  M. 
His  disease,  we  understand,  was  dysentery.  We  express  a senti- 
ment largely  entertained,  when  we  say  that  few  men  in  our 
church  at  their  decease,  will  be  more  universally  lamented  than  Dr. 
Black.  His  death  was  sudden,  and  until  a short  time  previous 
to  his  departure,  quite  unexpected.  It  is  but  as  yesterday  since 
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many  of  the  brethren  met  him,  at  the  recent  meeting  of  Synod, 
in  the  fulness  of  vigor.  A few  days  previous  to  his  death  he  was 
in  our  city,  on  the  business  of  the  C1  ch,  consulting  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  Seminary.  Havi"  at  the  late  meeting  of*  Synod, 
been  elected  a professor.  A Jnurch  had  placed  upon  him  her 
highest  honor,  but  the  Master  Raised  him  higher  still.  Born  in 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  he  loved  her,  was  one  of  her 
most  earnest  and  consistent  advocates.  Next  in  his  heart  to  his 
personal  interest  in  Jesus,  were  the  interests  of  the  Church.  In 
all  that  concerns  the  welfare  of  the  Church  we  shall  miss  him. 
In  our  meetings  of  Synod  we  shall  miss  him.  There  he  appeared 
as  the  honest  and  warm-hearted  friend,  as  the  courteous  and  dig- 
nified gentleman,  as  the  pleasant  and  agreeable  conversationalist, 
as,  in  a peculiar  manner,  the  man  of  peace  and  harmony,  as  the 
intelligent  and  able  advocate  of  Reformation  principles,  and  as 
the  consistent  and  earnest  Christian — yes,  we  shall  miss  him. 
We  mourn  his  sudden  removal.  To  know  him  was  to  love  him. 
Dr.  Black  was  also  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  talent,  with  a 
mind  well  furnished  and  cultivated.  Had  he  been  spared,  we 
doubt  not  his  influence  would  still  more  have  been  felt.  With  the 
bereaved  family  in  their  deep  affliction  we  express  our  sympathy. 
In  his  death  the  Church  mourns.  But  we  forbear.  In  due  time, 
we  hope  to  present  to  our  readers  a tribute  worthy  of  the  man. 
“Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord.” 


THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

It  is  more  than  likely  the  sudden  removal  of  Dr.  Black,  by  death, 
may  change  the  aspect  of  affairs  for  the  Theological  Seminary 
during  the  coming  •winter.  On  the  day  preceding  his  death,  the 
Boards  of  Superintendents  and  Trustees  held  a meeting,  and  made 
arrangements  for  the  opening  at  the  usual  time.  His  death  will 
prevent  the  objects  then  agreed  on  from  being  carried  out;  and  for 
the  present  we  decline  their  publication,  simply  saying  that  what- 
ever arrangements  may  be  made  under  the  present  circumstances, 
will  be  announced  in  the  next  number. 


REV.  THOMAS  JOHNSON. 

This  gentleman  from  the  “ Associate  Presbytery  of  Philadel- 
phia,” at  a recent  meeting  of  the  “Philadelphia  Reformed  Pres- 
bytery,” was  admitted  into  our  Church.  We  have  known  intimately 
Mr.  Johnson  for  years,  and  believe  him  to  be  a worthy  addition  to 
our  Church.  He  goes  at  once  to  the  Pittsburg  Presbytery  to  labor 
in  their  bounds,  where  a congregation  is  about  making  a call,  for  his 
settlement.  We  wish  him  much  success. 
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